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Mission Statement of Marine Corps League 

Members of the Marine Corps League join in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of preserving  

traditions. Promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together those who are 

now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged from 

that service. Effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy.  Voluntarily aiding 

and rendering assistance to all Marines, FMF Corpsmen, Chaplains, and former Marines, FMF       

Corpsmen, Chaplains, and their widows and orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United 

States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular 

interest to Marines.  



      COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Marine Corps League   
Lakeland Detachment—744 

June 2019  

 

This month we honor the passing on May 17, 2019, after a lengthy illness, of one of our own 
former and founding members of Lakeland Detachment as well as a former                               

National MCL  Commandant—MARINE JOHN W. KOVALCIK 
 

Marine John W. Kovalcik was born in 1937 and enlisted in the U. S. Navy Reserve on July 14th 1954. In October 
1956, John transferred from the Naval Reserve and joined the Marine Corps. He served on the USS Leyte, serving 
with the Flag Command, Carrier Division 18. After nineteen months of Foreign Service duty, he reported to Camp 
Lejeune where he joined Support Company “A” as a Prison Chaser and served on Brig Duty. 
 
Marine Kovalcik was a member of the Marine Corps League since 1991 when he joined the Lakeland New Jersey 
Detachment. After moving to South Carolina, he joined the Grand Strand Detachment #873 where, for 15 years, 
he served as a co-coordinator with Keenan Walsh of the  Horry County Toys for Tots drive. He also served as 
Trustee and later as Detachment Commandant.  He went on to serve as Aide-De-Camp for the Department of 
South Carolina, Department Sr. Vice Commandant for three years, and the National Division Vice Commandant 
for the Southeast Division for three years. In August 2008, John was elected National Judge Advocate. In 2010, he 
was elected National Jr. Vice Commandant and in 2012 he was elected National Sr. Vice Commandant. Marine 
Kovalcik was elected National Commandant of the Marine Corps League in 2014. 
 
In recognition of his many years of service to his community and to the Marine Corps League, John was selected 
as National Marine of the Year in 2008.  He also received the Chapel of Four Chaplains Legion of Honor Award. 
 
Marine Kovalcik taught Vocational Education for 10 years and retired from the International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers. He held a Commercial Pilots License, Instrument Rated and had a Ground Instructors Rating, 
(inactive). His wife Judy predeceased John several years ago. They had been married for more than 50 years and 
had a son, a daughter, and five grandchildren. They resided in Myrtle Beach, SC. John was the 60th National   
Commandant. 
 
Those of us who were at the State convention in June, 2015 had the distinct pleasure and honor of meeting John 
since he was a guest speaker at the convention.  He had fond memories of Lakeland Detachment, of New Jersey 
and of our famed Paymaster, Peter Alvarez and his Wife, Gracie.  John had a clever wit and good sense of humor.  
 
The Marines of Lakeland Detachment offer our condolences to the family of Marine, John Kovalcik. Although the 
streets of Heaven have received another fine Marine, you will be missed here, John. Rest in Peace, Marine. 
 

God Bless the Marine Corps League, God Bless the United States Marine Corps and God Bless the United States of America. 

      HONOR---COURAGE---COMMITMENT 
Semper Fidelis,  
Charlie 
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Always Faithful 
                                by Charles C. Krulak, General, USMC(Ret) 

                                                   31st /commandant of the Marine Corps. 

 

     The Word of God is like cool water from a canteen. During the most difficult of times, it brings relief and a 

feeling of renewal that allows us as Marines to accomplish any mission set before us. The Word of God keeps 

us true to our Core Values of Honor, Courage and Commitment…. It enables us to live these values daily and 

to serve as true Warriors of our Faith. 

 

    The Word of God provides the moral compass that allows us to chart a clear course through the troubling 

waters of life in a compromising world. The Word of God give us great joy and the inspiration to turn each 

day into a day of celebration…. A day where we, as Marines, celebrate all that is embodied in our motto, 

Semper Fidelis—always faithful to our God, to our Country, to our Family, to our Corps and to our fellow   

Marines. In sum, the Word of God provides all Marines the following Commander’s Intent: 

 

 Those who trust in the Lord 

 will renew their strength; 

 they will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary; 

they will walk and not faint. 

 

Isaiah 40:31 

 

Submitted by Les Derbyshire, Chaplain 

 

  



 

Service Officers Report 

June 2019 

 

June will be a very busy month for the Detachment. 

 

Below is a list of some of the things we will be doing in June. 

 

June 9th    Rose Event at the Wyckoff Stop and Shop.  They are located at 327 Franklin Ave. 
in Wyckoff.  Set up is at 8 AM and the event will run from 9 to 5.  This is a very successful 
event for the Detachment and we will need as many Members helping as possible.  We will 
have tables set up at both Stop and Shop entrances.  

 

June 11th   Bingo at the Paramus Nursing Home. We start at 2PM and are done by 3:30.  
The address is 1 Veterans Way in Paramus. 

 

June 15th   Our monthly Saturday Breakfast.  Prime rib is on the Menu.  Bring your appetite. 

 

June 21st    Our 19 Annual Golf Outing. 

 

June 22nd   Heroes on the Water, at Crystal Lake, in Oakland. The event starts at about 
9AM and lasts till the food is gone.  

 

June 28th   We will be departing from the Elks Lodge in Pompton Lakes at 7:30 for Washing-
ton, and Returning on the 30th.   

 

As always, if there is anything that I can do to help you with some of your VA Issues, feel  
free to call me.  

 

Ed Korek 

201-317-1678  

(cell) 

973-835-4388 
(home) 

11 Legends of the “Corps” 

Sgt. Maj. Gilbert "Hashmark" Johnson, Sgt. Charles Mawhinney, 

Cpl. Joseph Vittori, Brig. Gen. Joe Foss, Col. John Glenn, 

Master Gunnery Sgt. Leland Diamond, Sgt. Maj. Daniel J. Daly 

Gunnery Sgt. Carlos Hathcock, Gunnery Sgt. John Basilone 

Maj. Gen. Smedley Butler, Lt. Gen. Lewis B. "Chesty" Puller 



                                         Editor’s Page 

 

Greetings Marines, 

 

As I sit down to write this month’s column, it is the evening of Memorial Day.  It’s been a busy 

weekend with work on Saturday, our ceremonies  at the monument in Pompton Lakes,               

followed the  VFW ceremonies, the parade and ceremonies in Oakland and today the parade 

(as a spectator) and ceremonies in Fairlawn.  I consider it on honor to remember those who 

are forever immortalized in President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, “that from these honored 

dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of  

devotion, that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this   

nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by 

the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” Edward Everett, whose 2 hour 

plus oration on the Battle of Gettysburg and the civil war preceded President Lincoln’s         

address, is  reported to have said he wished that he had gotten as close the to the point in the 

2 hours of his speech as the president in the less than 3 minutes of the Gettysburg Address. 

That point is the cause of Freedom and what it meant to the Union at that time of history. 

And it is even more poignant in today’s world. Freedom is the reason why I took my oath of 

enlistment. It is the reason why most of us became Marines. We were willing and able to 

stand up amongst our brothers and sisters to, ”protect and defend the Constitution of The 

United States of America from all enemies both foreign and domestic”.  One of the prayers I 

heard this past weekend, included an invocation to grant us peace from oppression, from    

hunger, from racism, from violence, from crime and of course from war.  On this day, we set 

aside time to honor and remember the approximately one and half million or so brave men 

and women who laid down their lives since the Revolutionary War in the defense of those 

freedoms. It is fitting and just that we do so. It is also incumbent on us and our succeeding 

generations to continue the cause for which such a high sacrifice which has been laid down in 

front of the altar of freedom. 



 

Now on to my history narrative for the month. In June 1950, 

there was little inclination that there would be yet another 

major conflict. In was not quite 5 years after WWII ended and 

our armed forces were mere shadows of what they were at 

the end of WWII. In fact, June 1950 manpower of the Marine 

Corps was  at 74,249 (total—both officers and enlisted)   

compared to 469,925 at the end of WWII or about 16% of 

the Marine Corps at the end of WWII. The Army, the Navy 

and the fledging Air Force had similar percentages of cuts in 

man power between 1945 and 1950. Thus our armed forces were in no way ready or prepared to fight in   

another major conflict. Secretary of State Dean Acheson had recently made a speech concerning US policy 

and interests that the United States would willingly defend. Sadly, South Korea, which had been established 

in 1948, was not among those countries or interests. Thus in the predawn hours on June 25th, North Korea 

sent 8 divisions across the 38th parallel and invaded South Korea. Within 3 days the capitol city of Seoul was 

captured. President Truman authorized sending US Troops into South Korea and a Naval blockage. General 

MacArthur, the commander of US Forces—Far East , asked for a Marine Regimental Combat Team.  The 

USMC responded and activated the reserve to begin rebuilding the 1st Marine Division for duty in South    

Korea. In the meantime, the 1st Marine Provisional Brigade was hastily organized.  This was a 4725 man unit 

formed around the 5th Marine Regiment. It was organized on July 7th 1950 and set sail on or about July 14th.  

It landed on August 3rd in Pusan and was placed under control of the General Walker and the Eight Army 

who immediately placed it in reserve in order to launch the first serious counterattack since the beginning of 

the war. However, the fluid scope of battle in the early months of the Korean War within the Pusan             

Perimeter, required the use of this force as a fire brigade of sorts to stop breakthroughs in the lines and plug 

in gaps where it was needed. This was until it was pulled from combat for refitting and replacements in    

preparation of the Inchon landings as part of the 1st Marine Division.  There is little doubt that without the 

1st Marine Provisional Brigade, the Pusan Perimeter would have 

been overrun and US forces would have been evacuated by sea.  

To our Korean War Veterans we give thanks and we remember 

what is often called, The Forgotten War”.   

Semper Fi,  

Ken Gysbers, Editor 

  

Marines of the first wave climb over the sea wall at 

the port on Inchon.  

Marine Corsair during pre-flight in preparation for 

ground support sorties from Aircraft Carriers in the 

Sea of Japan. 



 

 

Quartermaster’s Report   

We should have new shirts in for the next breakfast.  Look for them at the breakfasts 

and upcoming Rose Events.  

As always , if anyone has any ideas or something that you think we should carry for both the Ship’s Store and 

the Rose Programs, please let me know.  

  

Semper Fi,   

Ken Gysbers    

Quartermaster      

3rd Saturday Breakfast Ship’s Store 

Potential items for the near future 



MCL Lakeland Detachment 744 

Calendar of Events 

May / June 2019 

06/01/2019   Eagle Scout presentation to Harrison Chen of Troop 49, Oakland-1300 

06/11/2019   Bingo--Paramus Veteran's Home--1400 

06/11/2019   Executive Board Meeting 1900 

06/14/2019   MCL State Convention 

06/15/2019   Air Show Morristown 

06/15/2019   3rd  Saturday Breakfast 0800  - 1200 

06/22/2019   Heroes on the Water Crystal Lake, Oakland 

06/27/2019   Detachment Meeting 1930 

06/28/2019-06/30/2019  Detachment trip to Washington DC 

Happy Birthday to the following Marines:  

Bruce Conklin        June 09 

William Kircher              June 11 

Gene Jeckert                  June 16 

Al Frater                          June 18 

Ivan Arias                       June 20 

Les Derbyshire              June 22 

Trudi Derbyshire           June 23 

Jason Kimmel                  June 23 

Theresa Muttel               June 26 

12 June 1961, President John F. Kennedy, signed in to 

law a Presidential Proclamation allowing the National 

Emblem to be flow 24 hours a day at the USMC War 

Memorial as required by law.   

15 June, 1944 The V Amphibious Corps assaults Saipan 

in the Marianas Islands.  

2 June 1918—A German attack opens the 

Battle for Belleau Wood. On 26 June 2018, 

Belleau Wood was declared secure and in 

USMC control.  

20 June 1993 Marines of the 24th MEU land in Somalia 

to support UN Operations.   

 

8 June 1995: A Marine       

tactical recovery team from 

the 24th MEU from the USS 

Kearsarge rescued a downed 

U.S. pilot, Captain Scott 

O'Grady, USAF, from Bosnian

-Serb territory in Bosnia.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Hands on Deck! 

 

The First Rose Program Event of the season is Sunday June 9th. 

Location: Stop & Shop Wyckoff 

Boulder Run Shopping Center 

Set up at 8:00 AM  

Event runs from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Marines are needed through out the day.  

History of the Marine Corps Rose: In 1778 during the War of Independence the Marine Corps Rose was      

dedicated to those Marines who made the Ultimate Sacrifice for their country.  

This tradition was continued by the French during World War One when the Marines attacked the Germans 

in the trenches at Belleau Wood. Roses were planted by the grateful French people at the graves of the    

Fallen Marines.  

When you see members of the Marine Corps League distributing these remembrances, take one and wear it 

proudly. MCL Rose Program IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO SERVED FOREVER REMEMBERED 

Started by Marine Eddie Gallagher from New York, designed to parallel the VFW “Poppy” program to provide 

funds for detachments to assist veterans and youth and provide other services to the community.  

Support programs such as bingo or holiday parties for hospitalized or retired veterans in retirement homes:  

• Assist Wounded Veterans  

• Scholarships  

• Humanitarian Aid  

• Health and Comfort items for Hospitalized Veterans  

• Assist Local Youth Programs  



Mariner Corps League 

Lakeland Detachment 744 

Important Dates for 2019 

Executive Board Meetings 

7 PM 2nd Tuesday of the month 

Tuesday January 8th, February 12th, March 12th, April 9th, May 14th, June 11th, July 9th,  

  

August 13th, September 10th, October 8th, November 12th & December 10th  

MCL Lakeland Detachment 744  

Breakfast Dates 

3rd Saturday of every month 

0800 to 1200 Hours 

January 19, February 16th, March 16th, April 20th, May 18th, June 15th, July 20th, Au-

gust 17th,  

September 21st, October 19th, November 16th & December 21st 

MCL Lakeland Detachment 744 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

1930 Hours  (except for Oct Meeting which is at 1900 hours for installation of officers) 

4th Thursday of the month (Except November December) 

January 24th, February 28th, March 28th, April 25th, May 23rd, June 27th, July 25th,  

August 22nd, September 26th, October 24th, November 21st & December 19th  

 

Please mark your calendars 

accordingly! 

 

 

Desert Storm by Jake Hayes 

Marine Hornet Flyover Kuwait 

Desert Storm First Offensive Ground Attack 



Commandant’s Club Announcement 

IMPORTANT 

Commandant’s Club Raffle Tickets  

will be distributed at the May Meeting on May 23rd at 1930 

Money is due in by August 1st 

Winners will be drawn at the Sept 26th, Detachment Meeting 

Please see Gene Kelly 

 

 

Special thanks to Gene for once again running this 

important part of our fund raising efforts.  

   

 **************************************************************************************************** 

Operation Fallen Hero – Hawthorne, NJ 

Since 2011 the Lakeland Detachment has been supporting Operation Fallen Hero in Hawthorne, NJ. The     

program begun in 2011 dedicates a hometown street to servicemen from Hawthorne who were killed in    

action or died in the line of duty from World War One through the Vietnam War. Marine Gene Kelley has 

served as honor guard with the national colors and Marine Raymond Sears has led the rifle salute for the   

ceremony since the inception of the program.  

The ceremonies are conducted on May 1, June 14 and November 11. 

To date, Hawthorne has honored forty servicemen including four Marines, two of which were killed in action 

during the invasion of Saipan during World War II and two Marines during the Korean War.  

If you have not had an opportunity to participate in Hawthorne’s Operation Fallen Hero ceremony and would 

like to, please contact Raymond Sears as Marines are always needed for the rifle Salute.  

 

Submitted by: Marine Paul Chepurko,  

Hawthorne Operation Fallen Hero Coodinator 



          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine Corps League Lakeland Detachment #744  

      

Invites you to our Third Saturday Monthly Breakfast 

 

At The American Legion Hall 

 

65 Oak Street, Oakland, NJ 07436 
 

 SATURDAY June 15th 8AM-12 NOON 
Come have an Outstanding Breakfast and a Good Time                                     

Enjoy Fresh Eggs Made to Order                                                                

Eggs Benedict 

Omelets; Scrambled Eggs & Sausage Gravy 

Pancakes; French Toast & Waffles 

Bacon; Sausage; SOS & Corned Beef Hash                                                     

Home Fries & Biscuits 

Donuts; Bagels & English Muffins 

Coffee; Orange Juice & Pastries 

June Special: Prime Rib 

Adults: $12.00, Seniors: $10.00  

Children Between 6 and 10: $6.00 & Children under 5:  Free 

Bring your family and friends 

Most Important Support Lakeland Detachment #744 

Be sure to visit our Marine Corps League Store in the back Right Corner. 



     

 

    Marine Corps League 

    Lakeland Detachment 744 

 

    Invites you to its:  

19TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
Preakness Valley Golf Course 

209 Totowa Road, Totowa, NJ 07470  973-881-4921    

Date: Friday June 21, 2019 

TIME: 8AM Register & Breakfast - 9AM Tee Time Shotgun Start 

COST: $135.00 per Golfer; Includes Green Fees, Cart, Breakfast and Buffet Lunch 

Plus: Beer & Soda, on Course and Prizes for All 

Reservations & Payments by June 7nd 2019 (Credit Cards Accepted) 

BEST BALL FORMAT TEAM SCORE 

PLEASE SHOW SHIRT SIZE NEXT TO YOUR NAME 

Name ________________ Phone ______________________ 

Shirt Size _________________________________________ 

Golf Committee 

Robert Ranzinger 201-370-2062Cell--bankyankee@verizon.net 

Joseph Piazza   201-505-1361H--201-661-4226C--joemar21@msn.com 

Peter Alvarez   973-839-5693H-973-568-7719C--palvarez1942@hotmail.com 

Dennis Kievit   201-835-0183H---dkievit@yahoo.com 

Gregory Alvarez 973-632-9226Cell---alvarezgreg@outlook.com 

    Hole Sponsor Donations Start @ $25 per hole 

Please Make Checks payable to: MCL LAKELAND DET. 744 

  MAIL TO: P.O. BOX 8 POMPTON LAKES, NJ 07442-0008 

 

    





Military Humor 
 

The military has a long, proud tradition of pranking recruits. Here are some favorites 
from rallypoint.com: 
• Instructed a private in the mess hall to look for left-handed spatulas 
• Sent a recruit to medical-supplies office in search of fallopian tubes 
• Had a new guy conduct a “boom test” on a howitzer by yelling “Boom!” down the tube 
in order to “calibrate” it 
• Ordered a private to bring back  a five-gallon can of dehydrated water (in fact, the 

sergeant just wanted an empty water can) 
   ******************************************* 
Marines are known for storming the beaches, not for romance. I witnessed this 
firsthand at the base in Twentynine Palms, California. One of the enlisted men compli-
mented the receptionist’s flowered jacket. 
"It’s very pretty," he said shyly. 
"Thank you," she replied coyly. 
"Yeah," he went on. "It looks just like my mother’s sofa 
   ******************************************* 
Soon after being transferred to a new duty station, my Marine husband called home 
one evening to tell me he would be late. "Dirty magazines were discovered in the      
platoon quarters," he said, "and the whole squad is being disciplined." 
I launched into a tirade, arguing that Marines should not be penalized for something so 
trivial. 
My husband interrupted. "Honey, when I said ‘dirty magazines,’ I meant the clips from 
their rifles hadn’t been cleaned." 



Please Print This Page and Keep it in a safe location. Share it with other veterans. 



 

 

 

 Important Numbers and Websites Phone Number 
Health Care Benefits: 1-877-222-8388 

Bereavement Counseling 1-202-461-6530 

Children of Women Vietnam Veterans 1877-345-8179 (or) 

 1-888-820-1756 

Civilian Health and Medical Program (CHAMPVA) 1-800-733-8387 

Dept Management Center (Collection of Non-Medical Depts 1-800-857-0648 

Dept of Veterans Affairs (VA) National Call Center for Homeless Veterans 1-877-424-3838 

Psychological Health Outreach Program Fort Devens, MA   MFR-PHOP .Nort       heast@serco-na.com 

eBenefits (General Questions & Technical Issues 1-800-983-0937 

Education  (GI Bill) 1-888-442-4551 

Federal Recovery Coordination Program 1-877-732-4456 

Foreign Medical Program 1-888-820-1756 

Gulf War Veterans Hotline 1-800-749-8387 

Homeless Veterans   1-877-222-8387 

Income Verification and Means Testing 1-800-929-8387 

Life Insurance 1-800-669-8477 

Meds by Mail 1-888-385-0235 (or) 

 1-866-229-7389 

National Call Center for Homeless Veterans 1-877-424-3838 

National Cemetery Scheduling Office 1-800-535-1117 

National Personnel Records Center 1-314-801-0800 

National Resource Directory https://www.nrd.gov/ 

Pension Management Center 1-877-294-6380 

Presidential Memorial Certificate Program 1-202-565-4964 

Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned or Veteran-Owned Small Business 1-202-303-3260 

Special Health Issues 1-800-749-8387 

Spina Bifida/Children of Women Vietnam Veterans 1-888-820-1756 

Status of Headstones and Markers 1-800-697-6947 

Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) 1-800-829-4833 

VA Caregiver Support Line 1-855-260-3274 

VA for Vets 1-855-824-8387 

VA Inspector General 1-800-488-8244 

VA Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs 1-202-461-7600 

Veteran's ID Theft Hotline 1-800-333-4636 

Veteran's Employment and Training Service (VETS) 1-866-487-2365 

Women Veterans 1-202-461-1070 

Wounded Warrior Resource Center 1-800-342-9647 

https://www.nrd.gov/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Veteran’s Information Marine Corps League Information 

Ed Korek  

MCL Lakeland Detachment 744 

Veteran’s Service Officer 

201-317-1678 

Veterans Administration 

Department of Veteran’s Affairs 

20 Washington Place 

Newark, NJ 07102-3174 

800-827-1000 

Veterans Campus Lyons 

151 Knollcroft Rd 

Lyons, NJ  07939 

908-647-0180 (Phone) 

908-647-3452 (Fax) 

Veterans Service Officer 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

Margaret Wojciechowicz 

973-297-3227 

Passaic Veterans Service Officers 

930 Riverview Dr Suite 200 

Totowa, NJ  07512 

John Harris / Richard Mannes 

973-569-4090 

Bergen Division of Veterans Services 

One Bergen County Plaza , 2nd Floor 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

Richard Paul, Director 

201-336-6325, 26, 28, 29 & 7406 

Marine Corps League 

National Web Site: 

http://www.mclnational.org 

Marine Corps League 

Department of New Jersey  

Web Site: 

http://njmcl.org 

Lakeland Detachment 744 Web Site: 

http://www.usmcl744.org 

Lakeland Detachment 744 Face Book 
Page:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/ 

Marine-Corps-League-Lakeland-  

Detachment-744/165447603504657 


