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Commandants Corner December 2015

COMMANDANT’S CORNER
Marine Corps League
Lakeland Detachment—744
December, 2015

Our 240th Marine Corps Birthday Ball held at Macaluso’s in Haw-
thorne on November 6 was a tremendous success and the best Ball
we’ve ever had. Congratulations to Les Derbyshire and his team,
Trudi Derbyshire, Ken and Dorothy Fackina and Peter and Grace Al-
varez.

However, if it weren’t for the vision, dedication, patriotism and love
of Corps by Tom Fiorilla, Lakeland Detachment would not be in exist-
ence. He hung his boot camp picture in his barber shop and invited
others to do the same. On November 10, 1989 Tom and other Ma-
rines, Hank Kuhn Sr. and Jr., Tim Driscoll, Howard Shofner, Mike
Magner, Marty Hanse, Tony Franco, Desmond Reiser, Zack Ziccardi,
Brad Sacoli, John Fitzgerald, Jeremiah Lucey, Joe Wasaki, Bob Ken-
yon, Harry Kaufman and Victor Paliotta gathered at the Tun Tavern of
Wanaque (Holy Mackeral Bar and Grill) to celebrate the 214th Marine
Corps Birthday. Tom provided the cake, had each in attendance
stand and introduce themselves as none of them knew each other.

Learning there was an organization of Marines called the Marine
Corps League, Tom set about finding out the requirements to organ-
ize a detachment. Since they met in the Lakeland area, the name
Lakeland Detachment was adopted with 744 assigned by the Depart-
ment of New Jersey Marine Corps League. In order to obtain a char-
ter, 25 members were required. Tom started to recruit members by
knocking on doors of homes flying the Marine Corps Flag and in De-
cember, 1990 received the official Charter. Tom knocked on my door
in 1991.

MARINES

THE FEW. THE PROUD.
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Commandants Corner December 2015

The first meeting place was at the American Legion in
Pompton Lakes. The second was at the VFW in Pompton
Lakes; then to the Oakland Elks and most recently to the
American Legion in Oakland.

Today our Detachment is 151 members strong, has a long
history of significant accomplishments and will be celebrat-
ing its 25th birthday at the American Legion on December
15th with a buffet dinner at 7:30 (1930). For this month the
meeting will start at 1900 and will be very brief. Wives are
invited for the meeting and dinner. Please notify either

Grace Alvarez at 973/839-5693 or Geraldine Huha at 973/835-
2315 so they can obtain a proper headcount.

Tom was recognized for his efforts at our Marine Corps
Birthday Ball with the presentation of a Plaque. Thank you
very much Tom for your significant efforts in the formation
of our Detachment.

HONOR--COURAGE--COMMITMENT
Semper Fidelis,

Charlie

MARINES

THE FEW. THE PROUD.




Service Officers Repnort December 2015
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Hi Marines,

It is our annual Christmas bingo at the Paramus Veterans nursing
home on Friday December 11 at 7:00 PM.

It's always a great evening provide fellowship, fun, and gifts to our fel-
low veterans!

We will meet directly at the veterans home.

Our next bingo will be on Thursday January 7, 2016 at the Paramus
Veterans nursing home again. Note we are going to do the bingo at 2
o'clock in the afternoon.

Any questions please give me a call or email me.

Paul Thompson

We have went to Paramus veterans home and verified that they have
received our donation of 50 flat screen Tv’s, 100 wall clocks and 100
plastic boxes that were part of there wish list! Great job Team!

Ed Korek

Paul Thompson 201-651-1822 Ed Korek 973-835-4388

Sick Call

* Kk Kk K Kk
* K K K K
* ok ok Kk ok

Phil Barnett PC -973-839-2881
Bobby Costantin— 973-696-6682
Stanly Golembieski- 973-764-3061

Rich Myttel 973-764-956 ;
-
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A while ago TK Rydgren wrote this letter to your Chaplain about
his friend "Dewey" after his passing, and it has been sitting on the
desk, waiting to be resurrected. (TK, your letter along with this won-
derful Marine story will finally be enjoyed by the members of our de-
tachment!)

"Dewey joined us as a replacement in our rifle platoon with
twenty other Marines. We were being thinned out by causalities we
had taken last April. Dewey fit right in with our platoon. He was a
quiet, likeable guy who didn't shirk work or his time on watch at night.

| had not seen Dewey again after | rotated home in November of
1951 until the A/1/1 reunion in Williamsburg, VA. He brought up what |
did in assaulting Hill 749 in Sept of 1951 and | brought up what he did
in assaulting an enemy position in June of 1951.

After we had taken the enemy's position that June, we then
moved further up the hill to dig in for the night. Dewey excused him-
self to go to the aid station to have a wound attended to and he said
that he would be right back. He had taken a burp gun bullet just
above his wrist where it traveled up his arm. You could see the bulge
just under the skin.

At the reunion | mentioned that incident to him and he advised
me that he didn't have that bullet removed that night in Korea after all.

Instead, when he rotated back to the states the following year,
he was stationed at Camp Lejeune, and of course, one day there was
going to be an inspection in which Dewey didn't want to participate.
Instead, that day of the inspection, he went over to sick bay and final-
ly got that bullet removed. This was our Dewey! He carried that bullet
around for over a year without complaining and by the way, he also

earned the Bronze star for his heroism back on that hill.
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Dewey's sister and her husband

had never known this story about Dewey and
they were very appreciative to hear it from me.
They sent me a copy of "Crossing The Bar" by Al-
fred Tennyson.”

Dennis Kievit / Chaplain
Lakeland Detachment / MCL #744

CROSSING THE BAR
Sunset and evening star
and one clear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of
the bar,

when | put out to sea,

But such a tide as moving seems
asleep,

too full for sound and foam,
When that which drew from out
the boundless deep

turns again home.

Twilight and evening bell,

and after that the dark

And may there be no sadness of
farewell,

when | embark;

For tho' from out our bourne

of Time and Place

the flood may bear me far




*December 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of Amenrica was suddenly and
deliberately attacked by naval and alr forces of the Empire of Japan.. . Always will we remember the
character of the onslaught against us, No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated
invasion, the American people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory.”

- President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in his speech delivered to Congress Dec. 8, 1941
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The Marine Corps League
Lakeland Detachment #744

Invites you fo its:

MCL TWENTY FIFTH BIRTHDAY DINNER

PLACE: American Legion, 65 Oak Street,
Oakland, NJ 07436

DATE: Tuesday, December 135, 2015
TIME: 7:00 P/M

Shortly after the Detachment meeting on Tuesday,
December 15", 2015. The Marine Corps League
Lakeland Detachment will be celebrating its 25"
Birthday. To celebrate this special occasion we
would like to invite all members and their wives to
join us for a hot buffet, cake and coffee.

If you plan to attend, please contact Grace
Alvarez at 973-839-5693, no later than Thursday
December 10", 2015.

@ Marines

The Few. The Proud.
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Lakeland Detachment #744
Breakfast with Santa
Saturday Dec. 19

Join The Lakeland Detachment 744 for

Eee" e 0y,

our Annual Breakfast with Santa on
Saturday Morning December 19th from
g9am to 1pm. Our Detachment is now
with our Local veteran brothers and
sisters at the American Legion Hall on Qe

65 Oak Street in Oakland N]J. Santa will Scrarbled Egps

be bringing gifts! Enjoy a warm fire and Omelets
Holiday spirit with Santa ! French Toast
Pancakes & Waffles

Biscuits & Gravy
Eggs Benedict
Bacon & Sausage

Toast

< i Sl il

Juice & Coffee
$10 adults

S9 Seniors r

Children under 10 free




MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 744

American Legion, Oakland, NJ
Mailing Address: PO Box 8, Pompton Lakes, NJ 07442
E-mail usmcl744 org
Phone {973) 839-5693

November 2, 2015

Lakeland Marines and friends,

On October 25, 2015 a letter was mailed to the Oakland Elks informing them that we are moving our
meeting location. There will be no further meetings or events held at the Elks. Our new meeting loca-
tion will be at the following:

American Legion
65 Oak Street

Qakland, NJ 07436

The November issue of the Grunt will have additional details as to the meeting in November and the
future breakfasts. This will be discussed at length during our next Executive Board meeting. Any
questions will be addressed at the next Detachment meeting.

The American Legion Hall is located behind the Municipal Building and Veterans Park in Oakland. It
is the last building on the left on Oak Street. Thank you.

Semper Fidelis;

Charles Huha, Jr.
Commandant

Marine Corps League
Lakeland Detachment 744

SEMPER FIDELIS




Editors Corner

Happy Anniversary Lakeland Detachment #744

“25 Years of Service”

On November 10, 1989 Tom and other Marines, Hank Kuhn Sr. and Jr., Tim Driscoll, Howard
Shofner, Mike Magner, Marty Hanse, Tony Franco, Desmond Reiser, Zack Ziccardi, Brad
Sacoli, John Fitzgerald, Jeremiah Lucey, Joe Wasaki, Bob Kenyon, Harry Kaufman and Victor
Paliotta




Lakeland Detachment
Ridgewood Parade
July 5th 1993
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Editors Corner

25 years of service to our local communities, veterans, and to the Marine Corps League.
President Reagan said “Some people spend an entire lifetime wondering if they made a
difference in the world. But, the Marines don't have that problem”

You have all heard members from other services talk about how the Marines all stick togeth-
er and remain a tight group of soldiers for their entire lives and that other services do not do
that.

We maintain traditions, honor and respect those who have come to serve before us and
those that will serve after us. “Semper Fidelis” “Always Faithful” It is a way of life and it
has been the driving force behind the Lakeland Detachment for the past 25 years. We thank
our detachments founding members and we will honor the responsibility you have given us!

85)/()//2(1/1'11( 29((}%(12.1
v

17

This years ball was the biggest and best ball we have ever had. Please read our January
grunt which will highlight our grand event! To all Please have a safe and warm Holiday Sea-
son. Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah. We will be celebrating our 25th anniversary at our
December 15th Meeting 7pm. We will have our annual Breakfast with Santa on Saturday
December 19th.

Semper Fi
Mike

1
3
1
1
;
3
%
X
3
%
Y
%
X
X




Rose Proaram 2015

SO00000000000000000

| am proud to report that our last Rose event of 2015 at
the stop & Shop at Wyckoff was our largest event on
record! There were many Marines who showed to help
our Rose event. We have now had a season where we
have accomplished record earnings from every event
this year! To our Rose team thank you! Congratula-
tions for a successful season!!
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THE MAHWAH MARINE MOMS
AND
NORTH JERSEY MILITARY MOMS

RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THE HONOR OF YOUR PRESENCE

AS WE PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR VETERANS AT A

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA CEREMONY

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2015
12:00 NOON

VETERANS' MEMORIAL PARK

Located on Franklin Turnpike between Miller Road and East Ramapo Ave.

Mahwah, NJ

PLEASE SEND YOUR RSVP TO

mahwahmarinemoms@yahoo.com

BY THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2015
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS NIGHT

Honor Ouwr Veterany

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2015
Spm - 10 pm

MAHWAH BAR & GRILL
2 Island Road

10% of dinner orders (food only) will be donated to the

MAHWAH MARINE MOMS
NORTH JERSEY MILITARY MOMS
Supporting Those Who Serve Our Country
Sign a Baseball for Our Troops *** Billy's BASEballs
Join us for
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA CEREMONY
Saturday, December 12, 2015 @ Noon

Mahwah Veterans Park, **** Ramsey Veterans Park,

*IIXE Ceremony to take place no matter the weather *****

www.mahwahmarinemoms.com

mahwahmarinemoms@yahoo.com

MMM/NJMM is a 501c¢ (3) Organization




MARINE CORPS LEAGUE--LAKELAND DETACHMENT--744

SCHEDULE OF DETAILED ACTIVITIES --2015

DATE ACTIVITY
January

3 Eagle Scout Ceremony for Richard Bonini and Jeevan Jeyabalan of Troop 49 in Oakland, N
Eagle Scout Ceremony for Evan DenDanto, Samuel DenDanto, Evan McDowell, Brandon Miller, Alec Wapshare and

3 Zachary Mayfield of Troop 62 in Middletown, NY

12 Officers meeting

18 Sunday morning breakfast

18 Attended State MCL Meeting
Detachment meeting--Presentation to Rhonda and Steve Pearl who, on an unsolicited basis, paid for part of the dinner for

2 our Detachment on the Marine Corps Birthday.

February

9 Officers meeting

15 Sunday morning breakfast

16 Conducted ceremony for fallen Marine John Kmetz at Richards Funeral Home

19 Bingo at East Orange Veterans Hospital at 1900
Detachment meeting--Approved following donations--5300.00 towards barbeque grill for Paramus VA Nursing Home,
$1,000.00 to Family and Friends for Freedom Fund, $1,000.00 to Marines Care, $500.00 to Joseph Clayton for his son.
Presentations made to Anthony Falcone of Phoenix Diversified who donated the new flag drop box and to Tony Lechniak

26 of our Detachment who is a survivor of the Battle for lwo Jima.

March

7 Kevin o'Leary and Ed Korek attended the Leadership Conference at Sea Bright

8 Participated in the Combat Pistol Match at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range

10 Officers meeting

15 Sunday morning breakfast
Attended State meeting in Red Bank

20 Bingo night at Paramus Veterans Nursing Home at 1900

2 Participated inThree Gun Aggregate match at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range




Detachment meeting--Presented check to GySgt. Mario Monaco for $1,000.00 for the Marines Care Fund; Approved
additional $500.00 to present to GySgt. Joseph Clayton for his son; Presented autographed , framed photo by Captain Ben
Cascio to Don Seise of Minuteman Press for his service to the Detachment; Presented Eagle Scout Certificate to Robert

26 "Austin” Schuster.
April
7 Officers meeting
12 Pistol Qualification at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range
19 Sunday morning breakfast
2 Bingo at East Orange Veterans Hospital at 1900
Detachment meeting--Presented Awards of appreciation to Mike Arendt of Mack's American Bar & Grill and John Encke
23 of Stop & Shop for their support of Lakeland Detachment. Approved $300.00 to be sent to the Mission of Honor Fund.
26 Rose program--Adorno's Father's Fair
26 MCL--NJ Championship at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range
May
1 Hawthorne Street Dedication--1300--requires 3 Marines
2 Special Olympics, Wayne, NJ--Color Guard
3 Eagle Scout ceremony for Jeff Depetris of Troop 49, Wayne, NJ
Presented Award of Appreciation to Corporate office of Stop & Shop, Brenda Dellolio for their support of Lakeland
5 Detachment.
12 Officers meeting
14 Eagle Scout ceremony for Christopher Yap of Troop 12 in Livingston, NJ
15 Bingo night at Paramus Veterans Nursing Home at 1900
15 Participated in fund raiser for Joey Clayton, son of Gy. Sgt. Joe Clayton
Attended Veterans Apreciation Ceremony at Bergen County Courthouse. Guest speaker was our own Captain Ben Cascio,
15 Ret.
17 Sunday morning breakfast
17 600 Aggregate Match at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range
2 Attended Memorial Day Ceremony at Passaic County Technical Institute
2 Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony--Pompton Lakes
25 Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony--Riverdale
2 Memorial Day Parade--Oakland




25 Memorial Day Parade--Hawthorne
28 Detachment meeting
28 Eagle Scout ceremony for Clement Lai of Troop 12 in Livingston, NJ
30 Detachment Rifle Shoot at Cherry Ridge Range--Highland Lakes, NJ
3 Eagle Scout ceremony--Collin A. Marzella--Troop 108--Wayne
31 Rose program--Walmart--Riverdale
June
5 Hawthorne Street Dedication--1300--requires 2 Marines
Rose program--Montvale Street Fair
9 Officers meeting
11,12,13 State Convention at Seaview Golf and Country Club in Galloway, NJ
14 Rose program--Pequannock Street Fair
14 Flag Day ceremony w/Oakland Elks--Veterans Monument--Oakla nd
18 Bingo at East Orange Veterans Hospital at 1900
20 Rose program--Boulder Run Stop & Shop--Wyckoff
2 Sunday morning breakfast--Fathers Day
26 Detachment meeting
July
14 Officers meeting
16 Eagle Court of Honor--Matthew Scavetta--Troop 12 in Livingston
19 Sunday moming breakfast
23 Detachment meeting
August
11 Officers meeting
16 Sunday morning breakfast
27 Detachment meeting
30 Veterans picnic at Chrystal Lake, Oakland
September
b Rose program--Pompton Lakes Street Fair
7 Rose program--Riverdale Street Fair




9 Held memorial service for fallen member John Nazzaretto
Participated in 9-1-1 ceremony at Pompton Lakes Municipal Building at 1900
10 Golf Outing
11 Color Guard for opening game, Pequannock High School
12 Detachment picnic and Commandants Club drawing
15 Officers meeting
19 Mahwah Day--Rose event w/Color Guard
20 Sunday moming breakfast
20 Basilone Parade--Raritan, NJ
2 Detachment meeting
26 Kinnelon Day KFEST--Rose Event--1000 at Municipal Bldg. on Kinnelon road
27 State MCL meeting, Red Bank Reserve Center
October
3 Annual Veterans picnic at Oakland Elks at 1200
b Officers meeting
10 Detachment Rifle Shoot at Cherry Ridge Range--Highland Lakes, NJ
11 Rose program--Adorno's Father's Fair
15 Eagle Court of Honor--Nicholas McCaffery--1930--Troop 12 in Livingston
18 Sunday moming breakfast
18 Eagle Court of Honor--Tyler Soto--1400--Troop 388 Pompton Lakes
2 Detachment meeting
November
11 Veterans Day Ceremony--Pompton Lakes--1000
11 Veterans Day Ceremony--Hawthorne--1300
12 Officers meeting
15 Sunday momning breakfast
21 Rose event Stop & Shop Wyckoff NJ
2 Detachment meeting
December
8 Officers Meeting American Legion 7pm
11 Paramus veterans Home Christmas Bingo 7pm




15 Detachment meeting and 25th Anniversay dinner 7pm American Legion Hall
19 Annual Breakfast with Santa American Legion 9am-1pm

January
28 Detachment Meeting 7:30 pm
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Paul Thompson

Lakeland Detachment 744
Marine Corps League
Veterans Service Officer
201-320-3210

Veterans Administration

Department Of Veterans Affairs
20 Washington Place

Newark, New Jersey 07102-3174
Phone 1 800 827 1000

Veterans Campus Lyons

151 Knollcroft Road
Lyons, NJ 07939

Phone: 908-647-0180
Fax: 908-647-3452

Veterans Service Officer
Vietnam Veterans of America
Margaret Wojciechowicz
973-297-3227

PASSAIC

Veterans Service Office

930 Riverview Drive, Suite 200
Totowa, NJ 07512

973-569-4090

John Harris VSO/ Richard Mannes VSO

BERGEN

Division of Veterans Services
One Bergen County Plaza,
2nd Floor

Hackensack NJ 07601
201-336-6325, 6328, 6329,
6326, 7406

Richard Daul, Director

Marine Corps league National Website
bspl.info/mcleague/Home/tabid/56Default.aspx

Marine Corps League NJ State Website
http://www.njmcl.org/

744 Website Address
http://Iwww.usmcl744.org/

744 Facebook Page Address

https:/lwww.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-
League-Lakeland-Detachment-744/165447603504657




