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Mission Statement of Marine Corps League

Members of the Marine Corps League join in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of preserving
traditions. Promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together those who are
now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged from
that service. Effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy. Voluntarily aiding
and rendering assistance to all Marines, FMF Corpsmen, Chaplains, and former Marines, FMF
Corpsmen, Chaplains, and their widows and orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United
States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular
interest to Marines.
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Iwo Jima, otherwise known as Sulfur Island represented a strategically important air base which would allow
fighter escorts to support long-range bombing missions against mainland Japan. The island would provide an
emergency landing strip for crippled B-29’s returning from bombing runs. The seizure of Iwo would allow for
sea and air blockades, provide for the ability to conduct intensive air bombardment and provide the
opportunity to destroy the enemy’s air and naval capabilities.

The battle commenced February 19, 1945 and ceased March 16, 1945. Mopping up activities commenced
after that to clean up the remaining pockets of resistance. The island was officially declared secured on
March 26, 1945. This year marks the seventy fourth anniversary of that historic battle.

The seizure of Iwo Jima was deemed necessary, but, would not come easy. 70,000 U.S. Marines would be
involved in the invasion. Total U.S losses amounted to 28,686 of which 6,821 were KIA, 19,217 were WIA and
2,648 suffered combat fatigue. Of the total number, Marine casualties amounted to 23,573. Japanese losses
amounted to 1,083 POW'’s and over 20,000 est. killed.

We have two surviving members of the Battle of Iwo Jima in our Detachment, Gene Frederick, who was
awarded the Navy Cross for his actions and Anthony Lechniak, who was a Combat Engineer. Both men
epitomize the strong values that make up Marines. We should consider ourselves fortunate to have known
these two Marines and to be present in their company. Well done Marines, the Lakeland Detachment and
our country honor and salute you.

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, Pacific Fleet/Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean areas said it best:

“Among the Americans who served on Iwo Island, Uncommon Valor was a Common Virtue”.

Semper Fidelis,

Charlie HONOR---COURAGE---COMMITMENT




Chaplain’s Page

Jimmy Stewart’s Testimony

“It's a Wonderful Life” has become one of the favorite films of all time, viewed by millions during the
Christmas season. Many who enjoyed this classic film may not know of Jimmy Stewart’s faith and the
difference it made as he served in World War Il.

Jimmy Stewart (1908-1997) was already a successful actor when the U.S. entered the War in 1941. In
1935 Stewart took flying lessons at Minesfield, now Los Angeles International Airport, and by 1939 he had
qualified for both private and commercial pilot’s licenses.

With the continued escalation of the war in Europe, Stewart enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 1941
but was not commissioned until January 1942. His family had a distinguished record of military service. Both
of his grandfathers served in the Civil War, and his dad, Alex, saw combat near San Juan Hill in the Spanish-
American War and served in World War I.

When Jimmy left home to go overseas, his dad was so filled with emotion that he couldn’t express his
thoughts. Soon Jimmy received the following note from his dad:

“ My dear Jim boy. Soon after you read this letter, you will be on your way to the worst sort of
danger. Jim, I’m banking on the enclosed copy of the 91* Psalm. The thing that takes the place of fear and
worry is the promise of these words. | am staking my faith in these words. | feel sure that God will lead you
through this mad experience... | can say no more. | only continue to pray. Goodbye, my dear. God bless you
and keep you. | love you more than | can tell you. Dad.”

Jimmy Stewart’s war record included 20 combat missions as command pilot. After being promoted to
squadron commander, he became operations officer, and from 1944 to 1945 served as chief of staff, 2"
Combat Wing, 2" Division, 8™ Air Force.

With the weight of leadership in combat, Jimmy Stewart learned to lean on the words of that tattered
copy of the 91 Psalm: “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty. | will say of the Lord. He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him | will trust... Thou shalt
not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day... For he shall give his angels charge
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against
a stone...”

“What a promise for an airman,” Jimmy later would say. “I placed in His Hands the squadron | would
be leading. And, as the psalmist promised, | felt myself borne up.”

Les Derbyshire, Chaplain




Service Officers Report
March

Our next Bingo is on the 12th of March, (Which is the 2nd Tuesday of the month)
at 2 PM. Come out and join us for a good time with some of our Resident
Veterans at the Paramus Veterans Nursing Home, at 1 Veterans Way, Paramus
NJ.

I want to also remind everyone that our next Saturday Breakfast will be on the
16th of March from 8 AM till 12 Noon. We sure could use your helping hands.
Hope to see you there.

Lastly,

Everything for our Trip to Washington is set. The flyer explaining the details
appears on pages 10 and 11 of The Grunt. If you haven't signed up yet, there are
still spots open. At last count we have about 35 who said they will be joining the
trip.

As always, if there is anything that | can do to help you with some of your VA
Issues, feel free to call me.

Ed Korek
201-317-1678 cell
973-835-4388 home.




Editor’s Page

Greetings Marines,

While there are several important events that occurred during the month of March in the
Marine Corps magnificent history including the end of the Battle for Iwo Jima, there was one
event that | felt fitting to cover in detail given our pending trip to Washington DC in June.

On March 31st, 1801, LtCol Commandant William W. Burrows rode with president Thomas
Jefferson to look for "a proper place to fix the Marine Barracks on." President Jefferson was a
personal friend of the Commandant, and was deeply interested in the welfare of the Corps. In
as such, he felt it necessary to accompany Burrows on horseback to select a site for the new
Marine Corps Barracks.

In 1800 the Capital of the United States of America was relocated to it’s new site which had
been secured from the states of Maryland and Virginia with the agreement that the capitol be
located in a southern location rather than New York or Philadelphia. The trade off was to
disperse expenses from the Revolutionary War which were mainly bourn by the Northern and
Middle Atlantic States among all of the states with control from the federal government. The
Southern States agreed with the condition that the new capitol be located in the south. In
1788 and 1789 respectfully, Maryland and Virginia voted to reserve a parcel of land not
exceeding 10 square miles near the Potomac River as the new site of the federal government.
In 1790, the Residency Act enabled the construction of the new capitol and allowed for the
raising of funds to support it. The Residency Act also provided a statute that made this land
separate from any state’s control.

President Jefferson and LtCol Commandant Burrows chose a square in Southeast Washington,
bounded by 8th & 9th streets, and A & | streets, because it lay near the Navy Yard and was
within easy marching distance of the Capitol.

> |




Eighth & | is considered the oldest post in the Marine Corps and the
official residence of the Commandant of the Marine Corps. When the ,
British captured and burned Washington DC during the War of 1812, they
left the Marine Barracks alone as a tribute to the heroic defense put up
by Captain Miller’s Marines during the Battle of Bladensburg which
delayed the British capture of Washington DC and allowed the

government to escape. The Commandant’s House is the only original
building in the complex as the rest of the buildings were reconstructed between 1900 and
1907. In 1974, the Marine Barracks , was entered into the National Register of Historic Places
and declared a National Landmark by the Department of the Interior.

In addition to being the official residence of the Commandant, Marine Barracks currently is
home to the following:

The Silent Drill Team, The Marine Band, The Marine Corps Drum
and Bugle Corps, The official Marine Corps Color Guard and the
Marine Corps Body Bearers. From 1920 through 2015, it also

housed the Marine Corps Institute. In 2015, the Marine Corps
Institute mission transitioned to the College of Distance Education and Training (CDET) at
Marine Corps University (MCU) Marine Base Quantico, VA. The Marine Corps Institute was
deactivated in Oct 2015. It is also the primary ceremonial site for the Marine Corps.

Marines stationed at Eighth & | have the following duties: Funeral Escort for Marines and
other dignitaries, Ceremonial Honor Guards for state functions, security for Camp David and
the White House Communications Agency, Friday Evening Parade and Tuesday Evening Sunset
Parade at the Marine Corps Memorial during the summer months. There are stringent
requirements of Marines that are stationed at the Marine Barracks. They must meet specific
height and weight requirements, and pass a full background check since they are assigned to
the White House and other State Department details.

Semper Fi,

Ken Gysbers, Editor




Quartermaster’s Report

I’'m still working on getting in a few requests in which are taking a little longer than |
anticipated (trying to get the best deals as possible) and hope to have some of them in time for the March
Breakfast. We have some new knives and hats in our inventory so come on down and check them out. We
also have embroidered long sleeve t-shirts and embroidered detachment t-shirts .

Our current vendor for the our Detachment Jackets now wants a minimum order of 10. | currently have 4
orders pending so if anyone is interested in ordering the detachment jacket, please contact me asap. If we
get another 6 orders, I'll move forward with them. I'll be searching out a new source for the jackets in the
meantime. If anyone has any ideas or something that you think we should carry for both the Ship’s Store and
the Rose Programs, please let me know.

Semper Fi,

Ken Gysbers

Quartermaster

Potential items for the near future

BEST PART OF THE CORPS
IS THE CORPSMAN

S L B

3rd Saturday Breakfast Ship’s Store

@ THE FEW * THE PROUD * THE MARINES i
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03/12/2019
03/12/2019
03/16/2019
03/16/2019
03/17/2019
03/23/2019
03/28/2019
03/31/2019

Happy Birthday to the following Marines:

--Don Stouthamer
--Anthony Milazzo
--John Smith
--Steven Piscitelli
--Charles Huha

--Bob Costantin

71 Women Marine Officer Candidates

report to U.S. Midshipmen School Vegas, Korea, March 1953
(Women's Reserve) at Mount Holyoke

College in South Hadley, Massachusetts

March 1943

MCL Lakeland Detachment 744
Calendar of Events
March 2019

Bingo--Paramus Veteran's Home--1400
Executive Board Meeting 1900
3rd Saturday Breakfast 0800-1200
Eagle Scout Award to Parth Pandya of Troop 12, Livingston--1600
State MCL Meeting at Sea Girt--1200
Eagle Scout Award to Sean Mollineaux of Troop 12, Livingston--1800
Detachment meeting--1930

Eagle Scout Award to Shaye Frenkel of Troop 49, Franklin Lakes--1400
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March 2

March 14

March 18

March 25

March 26

March 28

Marines of the 9th Marine Expeditionary Force
land at DaNang Vietnam March 1965 as the first
American combat force deployed to Vietnam

Marines of the 5th Marines | '
counterattack at Out Post

Marines stationed aboard the Conti-
nental Navy Frigate Boston were called
to action on March 11, 1778 to
participate in the capture of the British
Merchant Ship MARTHA. When the
ship’s drummer sounded call to arms,
John Adams who was enroute to
France, grabbed a musket until ordered
below for safety by Captain Tucker.



Mariner Corps League
Lakeland Detachment 744
Important Dates for 2019
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SEMPER FIDELIS

Executive Board Meetings
7 PM 2nd Tuesday of the month
Tuesday January 8th, February 12th, March 12th, April 9th, May 7th, June 11th, July 9th,
August 13th, September 10th, October 8th, November 12th & December 10th
MCL Lakeland Detachment 744
Breakfast Dates

3rd Saturday of every month
0800 to 1200 Hours

January 19, February 16th, March 16th, April
20th, May 18th, June 15th, July 20th, August 17th,

September 21st, October 19th, November 16th & December 21st
MCL Lakeland Detachment 744
Regular Monthly Meeting

1930 Hours (except for Oct Meeting which is at 1900 hours for installation of officers)
4th Thursday of the month (Except November)
January 24th, February 28th, March 28th, April 25th, May 23rd, June 27th, July 25th,
August 22nd, September 26th, October 24th, November 21st & December 26th

Please mark your calendars accordingly!

Desert Storm by Jake Hayes Desert Storm First Offensive Ground Attack
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usa@getamericatours.com
Washington DC Trip
June 28th to June 30

Itinerary

Hotel in Washington DC, 20-24 rooms: Comfort Inn Downtown DC/Convention Center
June 28th: Depart 7:30am Oakland Elks Club, 33 Route #202, Oakland, NJ

We'll travel south to Washington through New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland. We will stop at the Maryland
House on the way to stretch our legs and to get a quick bite to eat. The bus will arrive at the Air and Space
Museum at approximately 1:30 PM and we will have a guided tour of the museum. From the Museum we
will be taken to our hotel to check in, relax and have a bite to eat before going to 8th and |, as special guests
for the evening Parade.

Depart for the evening Parade by 6:00pm Must be at the Parade by 7:00PM The Evening Parade is a
marvelous display of planning and precision formations This parade is held at Marine Barracks in
Washington DC, which is the "Oldest Post of the Corps." Marine Barracks has been used for many events
since the early 20th Century including Presidential inaugurations and other special celebrations. After the
parade and ceremony we will return to the hotel.

June 29: Breakfast at the hotel

We will be leaving early in the AM to go to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Special arrangements have
been made for our group, and we will be there for the Changing of the Guard at 9:15 AM. At which time (4)
from our group will have the honor to Lay the Wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. After the
Ceremony we will take the bus to the Main building at Arlington Cemetery and we can then take the tram
and have a guided tour of the Cemetery. If the restoration of the Lee Museum and Grounds have been com-
pleted we will have the opportunity to Tour the Mansion and Grounds. Around 1 PM, we will arrive at the
Marine Corps Museum. At this time we are in the process of arranging for a Special Tour of the Museum and
to arrange either a late lunch at Tun Tavern or early Dinner (Or Both at your expense).

At 5:30pm , we will have our farewell dinner at Globe and Laurel restaurant, which is actually the insignia of
the UK's Royal Marines,” Richard "Rick" T. Spooner (born 1925) is a former officer in the United States
Marine Corps and the proprietor of The Globe and Laurel Restaurant in Stafford, Virginia just a few miles
south of the main gate of Marine Corps Base Quantico.

June 30: Breakfast at the Hotel

We will be doing an either or. If the weather is good, the bus will drop us off at Downtown Washington and
everyone is free to sight-see on their own. Everything is in walking distance and we can see the Vietnam
Memorial, the Korean Memorial, (my personal favorite) the WW2 Memorial, WW1 Memorial, the Women’s
Vietnam Memorial, to name just a few. If weather is inclement, we will all be taken to the Smithsonian
Museum to tour on our own. Shortly after noon we will get back on the bus for our trip back home.



HOTEL ( Based on current availability )

Comfort Inn DC Downtown/Convention Center

1201 13th Street NW, Washington DC 20005

The Comfort Inn Downtown DC /Convention Center is conveniently located in the wonderful
neighborhood of Logan Circle. We offer both Double bed and king bedrooms that come complete
with a refrigerator, 40” flat screen tv, coffee makers, spacious desk with an ergonomic chair and

an in-room safe. Don’t forget the warm cookies served at 4 pm daily!

FOLLOWING SERVICES INCLUDED:

1. Bus tours, transfers and sightseeing as mentioned above..
2. Hotel — as mentioned or similar

3. Tour escort tour guide is with the tour
4. Breakfast at Hotel

Not Included:

1. Tips to the Driver & Tour Escort
2. Baggage Handling

3. Admission to the Evening Parade
4. Quantico

Drivers driving allowance: 10 hours of drive time and 15 hours on duty. 9 hours off before the start of the following day.

Price based per person in a Double occupancy:
20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
S 604.00 S 546.00 S 508.00 S 480.00 S 459.00 S 444.00

SGLB SUPP +$130.00PP  TRPBRED - $25.00PP

Cancellation policy if entire group cancels:

30 - 15 Days 50% cancellation penalty

14 Days — 0 Days Full Cancellation - Non refundable

Individual cancellations are allowed, final price will be based on the amount of
passengers traveling.

If individuals cancel, they will forfeit $ 25.00 per person cancellation fee.

Payment Schedule :

We require $ 1,000.00 deposit to book the tour on a definite basis by Jan 11,2019.
The balance is due, April 25, ,2019

Contact Ed Korek for details or questions: 201-317-1678 - koreke@optonline.net



Marine Corps League Lakeland Detachiment #744

Jnvites you te eur Thind Satuvday Maonthly Breaktfast
Ut She Umerican Legion Feall

65 Oak Stueet, Oafland, N] 07436

SATURDAY March 16th 8AM-12 NOON
Came have an Outstanding Breakfast and a Good Time
Enjoy Fresh Eggs Made ta Onder
Eggs Benedict
Omelets; Scrambled Eggs & Sausage Guavy
Fancakes; French Joast & Walfles
Bacen; Sausage; SOS & Couned Beef Hash
FHome Fries & Biscuits
Danuts; Bagels & English Muffins
Coffee; Onange Juice & Fastries

Adults: $12.00, Senions: $10.00
Children Between 6 and 10: $6.00 & Children under 5: Free
Mast Impaontant Support Lakeland Detachment #744
Be sure to visit cur Marine Corps League Stoxe in the back Right Carner.




Military Humor
Slap Happy Marine: A young Marine and his commanding officer climbed on board a train headed through the mountains of
Switzerland. The only place they could find to sit was right across the aisle from a young woman and her grandmother.
After a while, it became obvious that the young woman and the young soldier were interested in each other, but the young woman
kept glancing nervously at her grandmother.
Soon the train passed into a pitch black tunnel. There was the sound of a passionate kiss followed by the sound of a stinging slap.
When the train emerged from the tunnel, the four sat there without saying a word.
The grandmother thought to herself: "It was very brash for that young soldier to kiss my granddaughter, and I'm glad she slapped
him."
The commanding officer sat there thinking: "l figured he'd try to steal a kiss, but | sure wish she hadn't missed him when she
slapped and hit me!"
The young woman was sitting and thinking: "I'm glad the soldier kissed me, but | wish my grandmother had not slapped him!"
The young Marine sat there with a satisfied smile on his face. He thought to himself: "Life is good. When does a fellow have the
chance to kiss a beautiful girl and slap his commanding officer all at the same time!"

Father Murphey walked into a pub: Father Murphy walked into a pub and said to the first Marine he met, "Do you want to go to
heaven?" The Marine said, "l do Father." The priest said, "Leave this pub right now!" He then approached a second Marine. "Do
you want to got to heaven?" "Certainly, Father," was the Marine's reply. "Then leave this den of Satan!" said the priest. Father
Murphy then walked up to an old SgtMaj and asked, "Do you want to go to heaven?" The SgtMaj replied: "No, | don't Father." The
priest looked him right in the eye and said, "You mean to tell me that when you die you don't want to go to heaven?" The SgtM aj
smiled, "Oh, when | die! Why...yes Father. Shit, | thought you were getting a working party together to go right now!"
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1-855-838-8255
Vets4Warriors.com

24/1 peer support for Service members and their families

Vets({a)Warriors

Call Toll-Free at 855-838-8255,
visit Vets4Warriors.com, or email: Info@VetsdWarriors.com

= Vets4Warriors provides Active = Peer-to-peer support is available
Duty, National Guard, and Reserve 24/7, and it is toll-free throughout
Service members and their the U.S.

families worldwide with

= Your call is confidential.
peer-to-peer support.

Vets4Warriors does not discuss

®  The Vets4Warriors peers are your call with anyone and, if
Veterans who have been there and callers choose, they can remain
understand the problems unique anonymous.
EC;];T;'!I:}ZYQ)’S?WE e owyout - _The Vets4w_arriors call center
is staffed with Veterans and
= Vets4Warriors will assist you family members representing all
in setting a plan to overcome branches of the Service.

adversity, manage stress, and

: % = The call center’s Veterans provide
build resilience.

information and referrals as needed.
= Vetsd4Warriors provides peer

S pant.anci fuliow:tp. AT thoss = VetsAWarriors is available via

Wit oTGaINITRIneES: Foriivea g telephone, on-line chat, or e-mail
in crisis we will connect you to the d : ’
Military Crisis Line. = For more information visit

WWW.Y rriors.com.

Set your course with a military connection

Ofe0)
Vets@Warriors :

855-838-8255 vets4warriors.com E

Info@vetsdwarriors.com

Please Print This Page and Keep it in a safe location. Share it with other veterans.



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Important Numbers and Websites Phone Number
Health Care Benefits: 1-877-222-8388
Bereavement Counseling 1-202-461-6530
Children of Women Vietnam Veterans 1877-345-8179 (or)

1-888-820-1756
Civilian Health and Medical Program (CHAMPVA) 1-800-733-8387
Dept Management Center (Collection of Non-Medical Depts 1-800-857-0648

Dept of Veterans Affairs (VA) National Call Center for Homeless Veterans 1-877-424-3838
Psychological Health Outreach Program Fort Devens, MA  MFR-PHOP .Nort heast@serco-na.com

eBenefits (General Questions & Technical Issues
Education (Gl Bill)

Federal Recovery Coordination Program

Foreign Medical Program

Gulf War Veterans Hotline

Homeless Veterans

Income Verification and Means Testing

Life Insurance

Meds by Mail

National Call Center for Homeless Veterans
National Cemetery Scheduling Office
National Personnel Records Center
National Resource Directory

Pension Management Center

Presidential Memorial Certificate Program

Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned or Veteran-Owned Small Business

Special Health Issues

Spina Bifida/Children of Women Vietnam Veterans
Status of Headstones and Markers
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD)
VA Caregiver Support Line

VA for Vets

VA Inspector General

VA Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs
Veteran's ID Theft Hotline

Veteran's Employment and Training Service (VETS)
Women Veterans

Wounded Warrior Resource Center

1-800-983-0937
1-888-442-4551
1-877-732-4456
1-888-820-1756
1-800-749-8387
1-877-222-8387
1-800-929-8387
1-800-669-8477

1-888-385-0235 (or)

1-866-229-7389
1-877-424-3838
1-800-535-1117
1-314-801-0800

https://www.nrd.gov/

1-877-294-6380
1-202-565-4964
1-202-303-3260
1-800-749-8387
1-888-820-1756
1-800-697-6947
1-800-829-4833
1-855-260-3274
1-855-824-8387
1-800-488-8244
1-202-461-7600
1-800-333-4636
1-866-487-2365
1-202-461-1070
1-800-342-9647


https://www.nrd.gov/
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MCL Lakeland Detachment 744
Veteran’s Service Officer
201-317-1678

Veterans Administration

Department of Veteran’s Affairs
20 Washington Place
Newark, NJ 07102-3174
800-827-1000

Veterans Campus Lyons

151 Knollcroft Rd
Lyons, NJ 07939
908-647-0180 (Phone)
908-647-3452 (Fax)

Veterans Service Officer

Vietnam Veterans of America
Margaret Wojciechowicz
973-297-3227

Passaic Veterans Service Officers

930 Riverview Dr Suite 200
Totowa, NJ 07512
John Harris / Richard Mannes
973-569-4090

Bergen Division of Veterans Services

One Bergen County Plaza , 2nd Floor
Hackensack, NJ 07601
Richard Paul, Director

201-336-6325, 26, 28, 29 & 7406
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National Web Site:

http://www.mclnational.org

Marine Corps League

Department of New Jersey

Web Site:

http://njmcl.org
Lakeland Detachment 744 Web Site:

http://www.usmcl744.org

Lakeland Detachment 744 Face Book
Page:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/

Marine-Corps-League-Lakeland-

Detachment-744/165447603504657
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