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                Commandants Corner November 2015 
 

November 10, 1775 is considered the official birth date of the United States Marine Corps.     On 
this date the Second Continental Congress established the Continental Marines with the  
following  decree:   
 

“That two battalions of Marines be raised consisting of one Colonel, two Lieutenant Colo-
nels, two Majors and other officers, as usual in other regiments; that they consist of an 
equal number of Privates as with other battalions, that particular care be taken that no 
persons be appointed to offices, or enlisted into said battalions, but such as are good sea-
men, or so acquainted with maritime affairs as to be able to serve for and during the pre-
sent war with Great Britain and the Colonies; unless dismissed by Congress; that they be 
distinguished by the names of the First and Second Battalions of Marines”. 

 
Tun Tavern, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is regarded as the birthplace of the Corps as the lo-
cation of the first Marines to enlist under Commandant Samuel Nicholas.  It is disputed as to 
whether a recruiting drive occurred earlier at Nicholas’s family tavern, The Conestoga Wagon. 
 
When the Revolutionary War ended in 1783, the Continental Navy was di-established and with it, 
the Continental Marines.  The Corps was re-established on July 11, 1798 when the “act for es-
tablishing and organizing a Marine Corps “was signed by President John Adams. 
 
 Prior to 1921, Marines celebrated the recreation of the Corps on July 11, with little pomp or pag-
eantry.  On October 21, 1921, Major Edwin North McClellan, in charge of the Corps’ fledgling 
historical section, sent a memorandum to Commandant John A. Lejeune, suggesting the 
Marines’ original birthday of November 10 be declared a Marine Corps holiday to be celebrated 
throughout the Corps.  Lejeune so ordered in Marine Corps Order # 47 (Series 1921), Headquar-
ters U. S. Marine Corps, Washington, November 1, 1921 and indicated the following will be read 
to the command on the 10

th
 of November, 1921, and hereafter on the 10

th
 of November of every 

year.  Should the order not be received by the 10
th
 of November 1921, it will be read upon re-

ceipt.  The order to be read is the Commandant’s first Birthday message which is read on the oc-
casion of our birthday ball and will be included in this month’s Grunt. 
    

As we celebrate the 240
th
 Birthday of our beloved Corps, let us not forget our heritage and the 

rich legacy of those who came before us.  Let us continue to guard that legacy, make our own 
contribution and proudly pass on to succeeding generations that rich tradition of selfless  

 
HONOR, COURAGE, AND COMMITMENT 

 
    Semper Fidelis, 
 

                                                                  Charlie 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Our next veterans activity will be our annual 
Christmas Bingo at the Paramus Veterans 
home on December 11, 2015, at 7:00 PM. We 
generally have approximate 75 to 85 veterans 
attend this Christmas bingo, so we can defi-
nitely use your help. 
Come out and spread some holiday spirit to 
our fellow comrades. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Thompson  201-651-1822         Ed Korek  973-835-4388 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Officers Report 

 

Phil Barnett PC  -973-839-2881                                

Bobby Costantin– 973-696-6682      

Stanly Golembieski-  973-764-3061 

Sick Call 



 

 

 

The Chaplain's Desk November 2015 
 
JUST STAY 
 

"A nurse took the tired, anxious serviceman to the bedside. "Your son is here," she 
said to the old man. She had to repeat the words several times before the patient's 
eyes opened. 
Heavily sedated because of the pain of his heart attack, he dimly saw the young, uni-
formed Marine standing outside the oxygen tent. He reached out his hand. The Ma-
rine wrapped his toughened fingers around the old man's limp ones, squeezing a 
message of love and encouragement. The nurse brought a chair so that the Marine 
could sit beside the bed. 
All through the night the young Marine sat there in the poorly lighted ward, holding 
the old man's hand and offering him words of love and strength. Occasionally, the 
nurse suggested that the Marine move away and rest awhile; he refused. Whenever 
the nurse came into the ward, the Marine was oblivious of her and of the night noises 
of the hospital; the clanking of the oxygen tank, the laughter of the night staff mem-
bers exchanging greetings, the cries and moans of the other patients. Now and then 
she heard him say a few gentle words. The dying man said nothing, only held tightly 
to his son all through the night. 
Along towards dawn, the old man died. The Marine released the now lifeless hand 
he had been holding and went to tell the nurse. While she did what she had to do, he 
waited. Finally, she returned. She started to offer words of sympathy, but the Marine 
interrupted her. "Who was that man?" he asked. The nurse was startled, "I thought 
that he was your father," she answered. "No, he wasn't," the Marine replied. "I never 
saw him before in my life." "Then why didn't you say something when I took you to 
him?""I knew right away there had been a mistake, but I also knew he needed his 
son, and his son just wasn't here. When I realized that he was too sick to tell whether 
or not I was his son, knowing how much he needed me; I stayed."  
I came here tonight to find a Mr.William Grey. His son was killed in Afghanistan to-
day and I was sent to inform him. What was this gentleman's name? The nurse with 
tears in  
her eyes answered,.... Mr. William Grey!..... 
The next time someone needs you .... just be there, JUST STAY! 
************** 
"WE ARE NOT HUMAN BEINGS GOING THROUGH A  
TEMPORARY SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE. 
WE ARE SPIRITUAL BEINGS GOING THROUGH A TEMPORARY HUMAN EXPERI-
ENCE." 
************** 
Dennis Kievit / Chaplain Lakeland Detachment / MCL#744 
Phone: (201) 825-0183 



 

 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE 
          For Marine 

Sergeant Zigmund “Ziggy” Gasiewicz 
           November 1 2015 

 
 

On February 18, 2015, Lakeland Marine Detachment member Dave Elshout and I had the dis-
tinct pleasure of having dinner at the Royal Warsaw with a Marine giant, ZIGMUND “ZIGGY” 
GASIEWICZ.  We joined Ziggy, his son Peter, Nephew, Louis, both Marines, and other family members 
and Marines for a wonderful night of sharing and being with a legend, up close and personal.   

 
In time Lakeland Detachments own hero of Iwo Jima, ANTHONY “TONY” LECHNIAK joined our 

dinner celebrations.  Since both were of Polish heritage, you know they had a lot to talk about, espe-
cially, once they found out that, as youngsters, they lived no more than 20 miles from each other in 
the coal mining area of Pennsylvania.  

 
The dinners were very special to all, especially Ziggy, since we were all with Brother Marines 

and family.  Not only did I enjoy meeting and talking with this Hero, I particularly enjoyed his wit and 
humor.     

 
One occasion will always be remembered by me and will bring a smile to my face as I think 

about Ziggy. 
 
Peter was playfully teasing Ziggy about the war, especially Guadalcanal.  He finally remarked 

that it was a good thing the Army came and saved the day.  Ziggy just sat in his chair, looking straight 
ahead, not batting an eye and said “What Other Jokes Do You Have”.  We all had a good laugh over 
that. 

 
Ziggy joined the Marine Corps in 1940 while still a teenager.  After Parris Island, he served at 

Guantanamo Bay and did practice assaults in the islands off of Puerto Rico.  After Pearl Harbor, he 
was sent to California for training, then to New Zealand and the Fiji Islands for more training.  

 
 His ultimate destination was Guadalcanal, the first major United States ground offensive.  

Guadalcanal was the turning point in the Pacific and stemmed the tide of Japanese aggression, sav-
ing Australia, as well, from enemy assault. Ziggy hit Guadalcanal as a 75 mil pack Howitzer artillery 
man.  The equipment was vintage WWI and the rifles were 03 Springfield single action weapons.  Zig-
gy took part in the following battles:  Tenaru River, Matanikau River, Henderson Field and Bloody 
Ridge.   

 
He served with and knew the legends of our Corps in John Basilone, Mitchell Paige, Al Schmid, 

Chesty Puller, James Roosevelt of Carlson’s Raiders, Merrill Edson of Edson’s Raiders and Sgt. Ja-
cob Vouza, who was of vital assistance to the Marines being a Solomon Islander and native of Guadal-
canal.  Jacob’s story is also one of HONOR, COURAGE AND COMMITMENT.   

 
The scrap books and pictures are testimony of Ziggy’s affiliation and friendship with those 

mentioned along with Commandant of the Marine Corps in 1991-1995, General Carl Mundy. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
After being awarded the Medal of Honor, John Basilone was transferred stateside to sell war bonds.   Ziggy 
took over his Machine Gun Squad.  When John Basilone returned, it was Ziggy who went on the war bond 
tour with Al Schmid.    
 
Ziggy left Guadalcanal racked with Malaria and starvation weighing in at a hefty 90 pounds on a 5’9” 
frame.  With the completion of his war bond tour, Ziggy became part of the famed 1st Division, engaging the 
enemy on New Guinea and Cape Gloucester.   
 
Ziggy recovered from his bouts of Malaria and other combat related problems at St. Albans Naval Hospital in 
Queens and was discharged in 1945.  He earned the following medals:   
 
 --Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal with three Bronze Battle Stars for the capture and defense of Guadalca-
nal, for his actions on Cape Gloucester and New Guinea 
 
 --Navy Unit Commendation Medal for the 11th Marine Regiment for “Extraordinary Heroism” at Cape 
Gloucester 
 
 --Presidential Unit Citation with three Bronze Battle Stars for “Outstanding Gallantry” for actions on Gua-
dalcanal, Cape Gloucester and New Guinea 
 
 --American Defense Service Ribbon—1941 
 
 --World War II Victory Medal 
 
 --Good Conduct Medal   
 
Through his example, Ziggy’s son Peter and nephew, Louis, both joined the Corps.  They both share a rich 
history in the Corps, a deep love for our Country, our beloved Marine Corps and for Ziggy.  
  
Ziggy was 94 on July 23, 2015 and passed away on October 28, 2015.  The Marine Corps holds three 
values dear to each and every Marine.  Throughout his life he always exemplified those moral values of HON-
OR, COURAGE AND COMMITMENT in the love he felt for his family, his friends, our beloved Corps 
and his country.  
 
The last line of the Marines Hymn reads “If the Army and the Navy ever look on Heavens scene, they would 
find the streets are guarded by “UNITED STATES MARINES”.   
 
Semper Fidelis, Ziggy.  You have earned your place of HONOR guarding the “STREETS OF HEAVEN”. 
  
Semper Fidelis, 
Charles Huha, Friend, Commandant, Lakeland Detachment--744, Marine Corps League 
 

HONOR---COURAGE---COMMITMENT 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Editors Corner 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 23 October 2015 

It does not seem like 32 years ago. 

First published 23 October 2009 and annually since.  

"This is not a battle between the United States of America and terrorism, but between the free and demo-

cratic world and terrorism." Tony Blair 

In the summer of 1982 Lebanon requested United States military presence in their country. The purpose 

was to serve as a peacekeeping force between warring factions of Muslims and Christians. The 24th Ma-

rine Amphibious Unit, home-based at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, received orders on March 24th, 

1983 to deploy to Beirut.  

 

United States, French, and Italian military forces (Multi-National Force or MNF) initially provided some sta-

bility in Beirut. But as diplomacy fell apart, Muslim factions began to perceive the Marines as siding with 

the Christians and, therefore, as the enemy. Consequently, the Muslims began to target and harass Ma-

rine positions with small arms, mortar, and artillery fire. Marines, adhering to their mission of 

"peacekeeping" and "presence," countered with appropriate measures only against clearly identified tar-

gets. In short, the "Rules of Engagement" (ROE) were restrictive--but commensurate with the situation; 

supposedly. I know, the situation and the ROE was much more complicated and remains debatable, to 

say the least, but is not relevant to the scope of today's Commentary.  

Since the United States was not looking to escalate her commitment to Lebanon, the Marines did not con-

duct offensive combat operations. And despite the Marines best efforts, to remain neutral and to protect 

themselves in a less-than-ideal "defensive" posture (in an absurd politically selected not militarily-driven 

site), the situation continued to deteriorate.  

 

Then, in the early morning hours twenty-six years ago on this date--23 October 1983, KA-
BOOOOOOOOM! Two hundred forty one warriors--220 Marines, 18 Sailors, and 3 Soldiers--were killed 
by a bomb-laden, terrorist-driven truck attack that destroyed Battalion Landing Team 1st Battalion/8th Ma-
rines (BLT 1/8) four-story headquarters building. Many of those killed died while sleeping--buried under 
tons of twisted steel, chucks of concrete, and rubble. Minutes later and only a few miles away a similar 
truck bomb was used to attack the French contingency of peacekeepers. Their eight-story building was 
leveled killing 58 paratroopers. 



 

 

Editors Corner 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time, I was a First Lieutenant assigned to Company F, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, Recruit Train-
ing Regiment, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, South Carolina--one of two Depots where Amer-
ica makes her Marines.  
 
With the tail end of one Series and one complete Series under my belt as an Assistant Series Command-
er, I was a Series Commander--responsible for the well-being and supervising the training of one other 
officer, 12-15 Drill Instructors, and four platoons each of about 65 recruits.  
 
The Series was just completing the three-week second phase--marksmanship training and rifle qualifica-
tion--and was wrapping up their service week, commonly referred to as "Mess and Maintenance"--a time 
when recruits contribute to the running and upkeep of the Depot and get a small taste of life in the Corps 
when not training. Before the hectic pace of third phase (final four weeks of training) began, I had man-
aged to slip away from the Depot for a short weekend visit home to North Carolina. 
 
In 1983 October 23rd fell on a Sunday. That morning I rose early to return to Parris Island and turned on 
the only television cable news program of the day--CNN. The anchors were announcing breaking news 
from Beirut. There had been a huge explosion in the U. S. Marine sector and information--some conflicting
--was pouring in. 
 
Once a member of 2/6 and on the Mediterranean deployment rotation with the 8th Marines, I remember 
my first thought--BLT 1/8 was on duty in Beirut. Not only did I have friends in the battalion but mere 
months earlier I had told recruits (soon to be Marines) that after leaving Parris Island and completing their 
specialty training some would soon find themselves in Beirut. Some would be assigned to 1/8. They 
were.  
 
Before departing home for the five hour ride down I-95 and weaving South Carolina low-country back 
roads for Parris Island, casualty numbers were starting to trickle in. The initial number was less than 20 
when I walked out of my parent's home. Throughout my ride I was able to tune in radio stations reporting 
the news. Casualties continued to climb--no names just numbers.  
 
By the time I reached my small apartment in Port Royal and turned on the television confirmed casualties 
were well over 100. As we know today, that would not even be half of what was to come. Sobering.  
 
Americans, and especially Marines, were asking, "How in the hell could this happen?" A comprehensive 
investigation would answer that question. But the truck was not unlike many that had become a routine 
sight to Marines--positioned at the Beirut International Airport as a show of "presence/peacekeepers." 
There was no call for alarm; until mere seconds before hostile intent was realized. At that point, sentries 
were helpless; not in position nor did they have the means to stop the barreling bomb on wheels. On a 
macro level, the unit's location had nothing to do, whatsoever, with military strategy and tactics. Plain and 
simple--the Marines were targets.  
 
Eight days later, on Monday, 31 October, General Paul X. Kelley, USMC, 28th Commandant of the  



 

 

Editors Corner 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the words of General Kelley... 
 
"As I mentioned previously, the assigned mission of the MNF, simply stated, was "presence." It should be 
clearly understood that this was basically a diplomatic/political mission, not a military one in the classic 
sense, and the positioning of Marine forces at Beirut International Airport was not driven by tactical con-
siderations. Moreover, the threats at the time, as reported to the Marines by the intelligence available did 
not require tactical deployment. Indeed, the mission of "presence" mitigated against such measures. Put 
another way, the Marines had to be seen by the Lebanese people. 
 
I would now like to describe what occurred on Sunday morning, October 23, and why we believe that only 
extraordinary security could have met that massive and unanticipated threat.  
 
At daybreak, a five-ton capacity Mercedes truck (roughly the size of a large dump truck and a type com-
monly seen at the Beirut International Airport) entered a public parking lot adjacent to the four-story, steel-
reinforced concrete and sandbagged building which housed the headquarters elements of BLT 1/8. After 
making a complete circle of the parking lot for acceleration, and while travelling at a high speed this truck:  
 
• crashed through the outer defense of a barbed wire emplacement, 
 
• moved at high speed between two sandbagged sentry posts, 
 
• passed through a gate in an iron fence-jumped over a sewer pipe which had been placed as an obstacle 
to impede the forward movement of vehicles, plowed through a sandbag barrier, hit with precision a four-
foot wide passenger entry into the lobby where its cargo, estimated by the Defense Intelligence Agency to 
be 5,000 pounds of explosives, detonated.  
 
The entire event, which can best be described as the delivery by a suicidal driver of a 5,000-pound truck-
bomb at very high speed, took approximately six seconds from start to finish. Rough calculations indicate 
that it would require a massive concrete wall to stop a vehicle of this weight and travelling at this speed. It 
is of particular importance to note that the Commander's security was oriented toward the threat of the 
past several months, i.e., artillery, rockets, mortars, small arms and car bombs. In this context, his security 
efforts had been successful. Obviously, the Commander's security arrangements were inadequate to 
counter this form of "kamikaze" attack. But, we have yet to find any shred of intelligence which would have 
alerted a reasonable and prudent commander to this new and unique threat. There was not even the indi-
cation of a capability to undertake such a monumental and precise action. General Tannous, the Com-
mander of the Lebanese Armed Forces, informed me that he cannot recall, in his vast experience, a ter-
rorist attack of the type which hit the headquarters of BLT 1/ 8 on 23 October 1983. In his opinion, it repre-
sents a new and unique terrorist threat, one which could not have been reasonably anticipated by any 
Commander.  
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Almost simultaneously, a smaller vehicle approached an eight-story apartment building to the north of Bei-
rut International Airport which housed the French contingent. Since this building is on a busy thorough-
fare, there would be no reason to suspect its intention. As it approached the building, it accelerated, took 
a sharp right into the driveway, and forced entry into an underground garage-where it exploded. During a 
personal conversation, General Cann, the Commander of the French contingent of the MNF, informed me 
he had no intelligence which would have warned him of this threat, as did General Angioni, the Com-
mander of the Italian contingent." 
 
General Kelley went on to offer insight that has since proven to be quite prophetic. His words--his predic-
tions--should make us all take pause and wonder if our country's leadership was and is listening and pay-
ing attention. The general went on to say... 
 
"I believe it important to recognize that there is sufficient evidence to conclude that both incidents were 
not suicidal acts by some individual fanatic. They were instead, well planned and professionally executed 
acts of terrorism which appear designed to drive our U.S. presence from Lebanon. 
 
In closing, Mr. Chairman, let me say that the subject of increased terrorism against all Americans around 
the world may be one of the most serious problems which could be addressed by this Committee on a 
priority basis. This unprecedented, massive "kamikaze" attack was not against young Marines, Sailors, 
and Soldiers--it was a vicious, surprise attack against the United States of America and all we stand for in 
the free world. 
 
Let me say, with all of the emphasis I can, that there are skilled and professional terrorists out there right 
now who are examining our vulnerabilities and making devices which are designed to kill Americans, lots 
of Americans around the world, in further acts of mass murder by terrorism. Let there be no doubt about it. 
 
I would hope that the Congress would use this incident of cruel and premeditated mass murder to help us 
determine a way which tell nations that they cannot export and support terrorists who kill innocent Ameri-
cans with impunity.  
 
The perpetrators and supporters of this challenge to the rights of free men everywhere must be identified 
and punished. I will have little sleep until this happens. 
 
Thank you."  

On October 23third our Detachment paid tribute to the Beirut Marines at the Bergen County memorial. 
Our own Bill Harrison a Beirut veteran, our Legendary Captain Ben Cascio who was the guest speaker, 
our color guard, and our rifle team took part in honoring those fallen Marines! 

Semper Fidelis 

 

Mike 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 Veterans Information 

 

Paul Thompson 

Lakeland Detachment 744 

Marine Corps League 

Veterans Service Officer 

201-320-3210 

Veterans Administration                                        

Department Of Veterans Affairs                        

20 Washington Place                                     

Newark, New Jersey 07102-3174                             

Phone 1 800 827 1000 

 

Veterans Campus Lyons 

 

151 Knollcroft Road 

Lyons, NJ 07939 

 

Phone: 908-647-0180 

Fax: 908-647-3452 

 

Veterans Service Officer 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

Margaret Wojciechowicz 

973-297-3227 

 

PASSAIC 

Veterans Service Office 

930 Riverview Drive, Suite 200 

Totowa, NJ 07512 

973-569-4090 

John Harris VSO/ Richard Mannes VSO  

 

 
BERGEN 

Division of Veterans Services 

One Bergen County Plaza, 

2nd Floor 

Hackensack NJ 07601 

201-336-6325, 6328, 6329, 

6326, 7406 

Richard Daul, Director 

 

Marine Corps League            

Information 

 

Marine Corps league National Website 

bspl.info/mcleague/Home/tabid/56Default.aspx  

Marine Corps League NJ State Website 

http://www.njmcl.org/ 

744 Website Address 

http://www.usmcl744.org/ 

744 Facebook  Page Address 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-

League-Lakeland-Detachment-744/165447603504657    

 

 

 


