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                Commandants Corner October 2015 

 
It’s hard to believe October is here again, the time for our installation of officers.  On behalf of all 

the officers who have been re- nominated and who will be sworn in this month, I want to express our ap-
preciation for your support this past year and we look forward to the coming 2015-2016 agenda of the 
Lakeland Detachment.  A copy of our agenda is included with this issue of The Grunt.  I think you will be 
impressed with all that we have accomplished thus far and look forward to the same level of achievement 
for the balance of the year.  We are Marines and that’s what we do—we ADAPT, IMPROVISE, AND 
OVERCOME,  all obstacles to accomplish our goals and our mission.   

 
I personally want to thank our elected officers for the excellent job that has been done.  Mike 

McNulty, Senior Vice Commandant, who is always thinking of how we can improve our lot with fund rais-
ers.  Mike is a motivating force in our Detachment.  He is the Editor of the Lakeland Grunt, the coordinator 
of our rose program and the inspiration behind our 3rd Sunday Breakfasts.  Kevin O’Leary, Junior Vice 
Commandant has been assisting Mike with the Rose Program and has been instrumental in the kitchen 
during our breakfasts.  I’m sure he will continue to be a strong contributing factor in this and other pro-
grams.  Peter Alvarez, Paymaster, has served this Detachment with distinction and honor.  His records 
are impeccable and his support of other activities in the Color Guard, Breakfasts, birthday Ball and other 
activities are most appreciated.  Ray Sears, Judge Advocate, keeps our meetings and activities inline in 
keeping with our Detachment, State and National by-laws.  There is no equal in his responsibility as the 
Range Officer for rifle shoots etc.  He keeps us safe while encouraging a good time. 

 
In addition our appointed officers have done an outstanding job in their respective responsibilities.  

In Dennis Kievit you couldn’t find a better Chaplain.  He has the heart, sensitivity and compassion needed 
to make our members who are ill feel that the entire Detachment is there for them, and we are.  Les Der-
byshire as the Assistant Chaplain has filled in for Dennis and done an admirable job.  Les is also instru-
mental in making our kitchen hum during the breakfasts. Frank Sanclementi as the Sergeant at Arms fills 
that role with dignity and authority and as the keeper of the charter; I know it is in safe and capable 
hands.  He is always willing to assist in any way he can and leads our detachment in a rousing chorus of 
the Marine’s Hymn during our meetings. Paul Thompson as our Service Officer is tireless in his efforts to 
support our wounded warriors and to make them feel wanted and cared for.  He does an outstanding job.  
Ed Korek as our Assistant Service Officer fills that role with distinction and a readiness to serve.  Our 
Secretary, Theresa Muttel, keeps scrupulous notes and makes sure all of the I’s and t’s are crossed in 
keeping with the requirements of the By-laws.  Ken Fackina, past Commandant and Quartermaster for 
the past several years keeps us well stocked with various items and is quite adept along with Dot, his 
very capable wife, in making the Roses for our fund raising effort for wounded warriors.  Ken is a tireless 
member of our Detachment and willing to do whatever is necessary.  He is also the “Voice” of the Detach-
ment in the voice shouts that are needed. 

 
I’m thankful that all of our elected and appointed officers are remaining and look forward to work-

ing with them over the next year.  I want to thank our Detachment members for all of your support; be-
cause without you we cannot achieve all of our goals, objectives and ultimately our Mission.  Please con-
tinue to support your Detachment.  Without you we are nothing.  I look forward to continuing to serve you 
as your Commandant, especially during this 25th Anniversary of the forming of our Detachment on De-
cember 15, 2015.  Thank you. 

 
 
Semper Fidelis, 
Charlie 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This years Veterans Picnic for the VA Hospitals was a great success. 
With the help of the Lakeland Detachment and the Oakland Elks we 
put on a great indoor picnic for the veterans homes in our area. Paul 
Thompson led the charge as he does each year. There were pork 
chops, franks and beans, hamburgers and cheeseburger's and salads 
too!                                  

 
Ed Koreke was able to get us a donations of buns, pastries and 
cookies from Bimbo Inc. What a great Team effort by all who 
worked to make a special day for our veterans. 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to all who served those who served with us!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Thompson  201-651-1822         Ed Korek  973-835-4388 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Officers Report 



 

 

 
 
We lost our brother and dear friend, Augie!  
 
Your Chaplain regrets to say that the detachment has lost one of our 
dearest Marine brothers on September 20, 2015. 
August J. Ploch - age 92, of North Haledon, went to visit our Lord on 
Sunday, September 20, 2015. Born and raised in Paterson, August has 
lived in North Haledon since 1955. He was self employed as a milkman 
for more than 30 years and then owned and operated Mark IV Dry Car-
pet Cleaning in North Haledon.  
He served his country in the U.S. Marines Corps during WWII and the 
Korean War.  He was also a member of the Marine Corps League, Lake-
land Detachment #744 and the 4th Marine Division Association. 
August was a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Glen Rock 
and a former member of the Lord of Life Lutheran Church in North 
Haledon. He was past President of the Haledon Ambulance Corps and 
the Passaic County Red Cross, a current member of the North Haledon 
Ambulance Corps and the Masonic Lodge #203 in Clifton.  
August was the beloved husband of Doris (nee: Berchtold)  
Ploch, loving father of Thomas J. Ploch and his wife Sue of North Cald-
well. Douglas J. Ploch and his wife Kathleen of Totowa and Paul W. 
Ploch and his wife Janet of North Haledon, dear grandfather of Kimberly, 
Dena, Paul, Hannah,  
Melanie, Erica and one great grandchild, brother of David Ploch and his 
wife Margaret of Nashua, NH and the late Walter and the late Paul 
Ploch.  
Augie, we all miss you very much but we know that those folks in Heav-
en will learn to love that eternal smile just as we did. 

 
 
 
 
Dennis Kievit / Chaplain     Lakeland Detachment / MCL#744 
Phone; (201) 825-0183 



 

 

Commandant Club Winners 

Sick Call 

Phil Barnett PC  -973-839-2881                                

Bobby Costantin– 973-696-6682      

Stanly Golembieski-  973-764-3061 

Gene Frederick-  410-229-9951 

 
 
 



 

 

Editors Corner 

   

What a year so far! Our activity  list is incredible. Our team of Marines  in the Lakeland Detach-

ment are really on a roll. It is an Honor to be a part of such a great team. Whether we are raising 

money through our record breaking Rose Events, or helping our brother and sister veterans  in 

our local homes , to Honoring Traditions in all the towns we support, this team is unmatched in 

drive, determination, and dedication to purpose. Our team of leaders that you have elected are 

very Honored to be chosen to represent all of you!  

Our team has proven that it has the capability to tackle multiple challenges when they arise and 

can grow our detachment while we are busy. Our team is always recruiting new Marines and 

Corpsman wherever we may be. We are professional in our appearance and we are unshakea-

ble in our determination to make a difference. 

The future vision of our detachment is to continue to make decisions that put the Detachment 

in a positive light in all of the communities we serve including the ones we operate in daily. We 

are going to continue to make sure we are supported by our State and National Leaders  and 

strive for  excellence in all that we do! 

We have a busy schedule  to finish up this year and a reason to celebrate our Birthday at our 

ball and again to honor our 25th anniversary as a detachment! Thank you to all my fellow Offic-

ers, and to all the Marines in our detachment that work so hard every day! 

“Semper Fidelis “  (a way of life) 

Mike McNulty 

Editor  

 

 

 



 

 

The 2015 Rose program Team has exceeded all of our 
expectations! We have broken a record on every event 
we have done this year. We have exceeded our goals 
and are able to help more veterans and veterans organi-
zations than ever before. Our team is committed to 
reaching out to all of our communities and developing 
relationships with all  the people we serve in those com-
munities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year we purchased a  
trailer for our Detachment in    
order to present the most  
professional appearance       
possible to all the  
communities we serve. 
It has done just that! 
  

Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen                            New trailer in action! 



 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 744  

Elks Lodge, Oakland, NJ 

2015 SOUVENIR PROGRAM 

240th UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS BALL 

ADVERTISING RATES  CHECK ONE 

    Inside Front Cover   $125.00     (     ) 

          Inside Back Cover            $125.00      (    )  

    Outside Back Cover   $150.00      (    ) 

    Full Page               $100.00      (    ) 

    Half Page               $ 50.00      (    ) 

    Quarter Page          $ 25.00      (    ) 

    Business Card          $ 15.00      (    ) 

    Booster            $ 10.00      (    ) per line 

 

Advertiser:____________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:_________________________________ 

Telephone:____________________________________ 

Contact:_______________________________________ 

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY THIS AGREEMENT 

Please make checks payable to: MCL, Lakeland Detachment 744 

Mail to:  Ken Fackina - 20 High Mountain Rd., Ringwood, NJ 07456 

Email: kfackina@hotmail.com   Phone (973) 835-4396 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 Veterans Information 

 

Paul Thompson 

Lakeland Detachment 744 

Marine Corps League 

Veterans Service Officer 

201-320-3210 

Veterans Administration                                        

Department Of Veterans Affairs                        

20 Washington Place                                     

Newark, New Jersey 07102-3174                             

Phone 1 800 827 1000 

 

Veterans Campus Lyons 

 

151 Knollcroft Road 

Lyons, NJ 07939 

 

Phone: 908-647-0180 

Fax: 908-647-3452 

 

Veterans Service Officer 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

Margaret Wojciechowicz 

973-297-3227 

 

PASSAIC 

Veterans Service Office 

930 Riverview Drive, Suite 200 

Totowa, NJ 07512 

973-569-4090 

John Harris VSO/ Richard Mannes VSO  

 

 
BERGEN 

Division of Veterans Services 

One Bergen County Plaza, 

2nd Floor 

Hackensack NJ 07601 

201-336-6325, 6328, 6329, 

6326, 7406 

Richard Daul, Director 

 

Marine Corps League            

Information 

 

Marine Corps league National Website 

bspl.info/mcleague/Home/tabid/56Default.aspx  

Marine Corps League NJ State Website 

http://www.njmcl.org/ 

744 Website Address 

http://www.usmcl744.org/ 

744 Facebook  Page Address 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-

League-Lakeland-Detachment-744/165447603504657    

 

 

 


