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Commandants Corner October 2015

I's hard to believe October is here again, the time for our installation of officers. On behalf of all
the officers who have been re- nominated and who will be sworn in this month, | want to express our ap-
preciation for your support this past year and we look forward to the coming 2015-2016 agenda of the
Lakeland Detachment. A copy of our agenda is included with this issue of The Grunt. | think you will be
impressed with all that we have accomplished thus far and look forward to the same level of achievement
for the balance of the year. We are Marines and that's what we do—we ADAPT, IMPROVISE, AND
OVERCOME, all obstacles to accomplish our goals and our mission.

| personally want to thank our elected officers for the excellent job that has been done. Mike
McNulty, Senior Vice Commandant, who is always thinking of how we can improve our lot with fund rais-
ers. Mike is a motivating force in our Detachment. He is the Editor of the Lakeland Grunt, the coordinator
of our rose program and the inspiration behind our 3 Sunday Breakfasts. Kevin O’Leary, Junior Vice
Commandant has been assisting Mike with the Rose Program and has been instrumental in the kitchen
during our breakfasts. I'm sure he will continue to be a strong contributing factor in this and other pro-
grams. Peter Alvarez, Paymaster, has served this Detachment with distinction and honor. His records
are impeccable and his support of other activities in the Color Guard, Breakfasts, birthday Ball and other
activities are most appreciated. Ray Sears, Judge Advocate, keeps our meetings and activities inline in
keeping with our Detachment, State and National by-laws. There is no equal in his responsibility as the
Range Officer for rifle shoots etc. He keeps us safe while encouraging a good time.

In addition our appointed officers have done an outstanding job in their respective responsibilities.
In Dennis Kievit you couldn’t find a better Chaplain. He has the heart, sensitivity and compassion needed
to make our members who are ill feel that the entire Detachment is there for them, and we are. Les Der-
byshire as the Assistant Chaplain has filled in for Dennis and done an admirable job. Les is also instru-
mental in making our kitchen hum during the breakfasts. Frank Sanclementi as the Sergeant at Arms fills
that role with dignity and authority and as the keeper of the charter; | know it is in safe and capable
hands. He is always willing to assist in any way he can and leads our detachment in a rousing chorus of
the Marine’s Hymn during our meetings. Paul Thompson as our Service Officer is tireless in his efforts to
support our wounded warriors and to make them feel wanted and cared for. He does an outstanding job.
Ed Korek as our Assistant Service Officer fills that role with distinction and a readiness to serve. Our
Secretary, Theresa Muttel, keeps scrupulous notes and makes sure all of the I's and t’s are crossed in
keeping with the requirements of the By-laws. Ken Fackina, past Commandant and Quartermaster for
the past several years keeps us well stocked with various items and is quite adept along with Dot, his
very capable wife, in making the Roses for our fund raising effort for wounded warriors. Ken is a tireless
member of our Detachment and willing to do whatever is necessary. He is also the “Voice” of the Detach
ment in the voice shouts that are needed.

I’'m thankful that all of our elected and appointed officers are remaining and look forward to work-
ing with them over the next year. | want to thank our Detachment members for all of your support; be-
cause without you we cannot achieve all of our goals, objectives and ultimately our Mission. Please con-
tinue to support your Detachment. Without you we are nothing. | look forward to continuing to serve you
as your Commandant, especially during this 25" Anniversary of the forming of our Detachment on De-
cember 15, 2015. Thank you.

Semper Fidelis,
Charlie
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This years Veterans Picnic for the VA Hospitals was a great success.
With the help of the Lakeland Detachment and the Oakland Elks we
put on a great indoor picnic for the veterans homes in our area. Paul
Thompson led the charge as he does each year. There were pork
chops, franks and beans, hamburgers and cheeseburger's and salads
too!

Ed Koreke was able to get us a donations of buns, pastries and
cookies from Bimbo Inc. What a great Team effort by all who
worked to make a special day for our veterans.

Paul Thompson 201-651-1822 Ed Korek 973-835-4388




We lost our brother and dear friend, Augie!

Your Chaplain regrets to say that the detachment has lost one of our
dearest Marine brothers on September 20, 2015.

August J. Ploch - age 92, of North Haledon, went to visit our Lord on
Sunday, September 20, 2015. Born and raised in Paterson, August has
lived in North Haledon since 1955. He was self employed as a milkman
for more than 30 years and then owned and operated Mark IV Dry Car-
pet Cleaning in North Haledon.

He served his country in the U.S. Marines Corps during WWII and the
Korean War. He was also a member of the Marine Corps League, Lake-
land Detachment #744 and the 4th Marine Division Association.

August was a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Glen Rock
and a former member of the Lord of Life Lutheran Church in North
Haledon. He was past President of the Haledon Ambulance Corps and
the Passaic County Red Cross, a current member of the North Haledon
Ambulance Corps and the Masonic Lodge #203 in Clifton.

August was the beloved husband of Doris (nee: Berchtold)

Ploch, loving father of Thomas J. Ploch and his wife Sue of North Cald-
well. Douglas J. Ploch and his wife Kathleen of Totowa and Paul W.
Ploch and his wife Janet of North Haledon, dear grandfather of Kimberly,
Dena, Paul, Hannah,

Melanie, Erica and one great grandchild, brother of David Ploch and his
wife Margaret of Nashua, NH and the late Walter and the late Paul
Ploch.

Augie, we all miss you very much but we know that those folks in Heav-
en will learn to love that eternal smile just as we did.

Dennis Kievit / Chaplain  Lakeland Detachment / MCL#744
Phone; (201) 825-0183




COMMANDANT'S CLUB WINMNERS FOR 2015

AMOUNT

WINMING NUMBER

WINNER'S NAME
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What a year so far! Our activity list is incredible. Our team of Marines in the Lakeland Detach-
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ent are really on a roll. It is an Honor to be a part of such a great team. Whether we are raising

m
: * money through our record breaking Rose Events, or helping our brother and sister veterans in
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: our local homes , to Honoring Traditions in all the towns we support, this team is unmatched in
‘ drive, determination, and dedication to purpose. Our team of leaders that you have elected are
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very Honored to be chosen to represent all of you!
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Xas,/ Our team has proven that it has the capability to tackle multiple challenges when they arise and
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: can grow our detachment while we are busy. Our team is always recruiting new Marines and
A . .
XA’/ Corpsman wherever we may be. We are professional in our appearance and we are unshakea-

kY
“‘:’L’“ ble in our determination to make a difference.
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- \ The future vision of our detachment is to continue to make decisions that put the Detachment
: in a positive light in all of the communities we serve including the ones we operate in daily. We
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are going to continue to make sure we are supported by our State and National Leaders and
A A /

strive for excellence in all that we do! X

s,/ We have a busy schedule to finish up this year and a reason to celebrate our Birthday at our \-V/
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‘ ball and again to honor our 25th anniversary as a detachment! Thank you to all my fellow Offic-
: ers, and to all the Marines in our detachment that work so hard every day!
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“Semper Fidelis “ (a way of life)
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Rose program Team has exceeded all of ourf

2xpectations! We have broken a record on every event

8- We have done this year. We have exceeded our goals
tand are able to help more veterans and veterans organi-

ations than ever before. Our team is committed to

eaching out to all of our communities and developing

elationships with all the people we serve in those com-
unities.

This year we purchased a
trailer for our Detachment in
order to present the most
professional appearance
possible to all the
communities we serve.

It has done just that!
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240th UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS BALL

MARINE CORPS LEAGULE DETACHMENT 744

Elks Lodge, Oakland, NJ

2015 SOUVENIR PROGRAM

ADVERTISING RATES CHECK ONE

Inside Front Cover $125.00 150
Inside Back Cover $125.00 ()
Outside Back Cover $150.00 ()
Full Page $100.00 ()
Half Page $50.00 ()
Quarter Page $25.00 ()

Business Card

Booster

$15.00 ()

$10.00 ( ) perline

Advertiser:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone:

Contact:

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY THIS AGREEMENT

Please make checks payable to: MCL, Lakeland Detachment 744

Mail to: Ken Fackina - 20 High Mountain Rd., Ringwood, NJ 07456

Email: kfackina@hotmail.com ‘Phone (973) 835-4396




The Marine Corps League
Lakeland Detachment #744

Invites vou fo ifs:

PLACE: Macaluso’s, Hawthorne, NJ
DATE: Friday, November 6, 2015
TIME: 6:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M.

For 240 years the Marine Corps has celebrated its
founding in 1775. On Friday, November 6th, 2015, the
Marine Corps League, Lakeland Detachment 744, Pompton
Lakes, NJ will host its Twenty Fifth Annual Marine Corps
Ball. Please join the Detachment in celebrating the Marine
Corps Birthday at Macaluso’s Restaurant. If you plan to
attend, please send a check for $75.00 per person, payable
to MCL #744 and mail to MCL P.O. Box 8, Pompton Lakes,
NJ 07442-0008, no later than October 15, 2015.

If you have any dietary restrictions and need additional
information, please contact Marine Les Derbyshire at 201-
891-2600. (Invitations will be mailed to you in the near
future)

-2 Marines

e Tie Few. The Fromd.
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GOLDEN PANTHERS TAME DOVER TIGERS 35-12

By Ed Rumley

The Pequannock High School varsity football squad opened their season with
an impressive home victory against Dover. The contest was prefaced with a
moving tribute to those who perished on September 11, 2001. Four members of
the Marine Corps League Lakeland Detachment #744 Color Guard, veterans Gene
Kelley, Kevin O’Leary, Les Derbyshire, and Peter Alvarez, made a special
appearance. The quartet sported official military uniforms-navy blue trousers,
white short-sleeve shirts with an emblem of United States flag sewn on one
shoulder, and red caps (covers) with gold trim, offset by spit-shine black shoes.
The veterans, two with rifles and two with flags-the Marine Corps and the
American-marched from the far goal line to midfield. A hush fell over the capacity
crowd as a moment of silence was followed by the National Anthem.



The opening Pequannock kick-off was a 15-yard squibber which resulted in
excellent opening field position for Dover. Two running plays garnered
substantial yardage. However, a false start stalled the brief drive.

The next play characterized the entire first half. On paper, the Tigers virtually
drew even with Pequannock for the first 24 minutes. However, due to numerous
bad snaps, Dover’s squad was relegated to mere paper Tigers (no pun intended).

The Dover quarterback chose to call signal from the shotgun. The ensuing hike
sailed over his head, resulting in a huge loss. The play seemed to awaken the
slumbering Golden Panther defense as a QB-keeper was nailed by John Tashon
and senior Derek Nelson. Another run was stymied. The Tigers were forced to
punt. Nelson and sophomore Sean Klimek were set deep to await the kick.
However, the pair needed not bother. Again, Dover’s long snap failed, this time
soaring even more wildly, far from the punter’s desperate grasp.

Armed with the pigskin, deep in enemy territory, senior quarterback Tom
Crooks handed off to Klimek who scooted for 10-yards. Crooks then kept for a
nice gainer off right tackle. On second and four, Matt Forrest burst up the middle.
The 5-yard scamper by the 5-10, 190 pound running back marked the first
touchdown of Pequannock’s season. Senior kicker Dan Duffy (Mr. Automatic)
calmly booted the extra point. The Golden Panthers enjoyed a 7-0 lead.

Pequannock’s next kick-off was a line-drive that was picked up by the Dover
return man on one bounce. With a full head of steam, the runner bolted forward.
Aided by a face-mask penalty on Pequannock, the Tigers stared their second
offensive series on the Golden Panther 42-yard line. Yet again, the seemingly
simple task of the basic hike came back to haunt the Tigers. Another poor snap
occurred. However, Dover bounced back with a 40-yard touchdown run on the
very next play. The extra point failed, resulting in PTHS hanging on to a tenuous,
one-point lead, 7-6.

Forrest fielded the ensuing Tiger kickoff near the goal line. Bolting up the
middle, the senior speedster turned on the jets and slanted right, behind a wall of
Golden Panther blockers. The result was a first-and-ten for Pequannock on the
Dover 16-yard line. However, a penalty and a batted-down pass by a huge Dover
rush squelched the rally.

The hard hitting game was marked by numerous injuries to players from both
teams. However, none seemed serious as players were able to walk off the field
to warm applause by fans from both sides.

The Golden Panther defense then rallied to the occasion. Joseph, a.k.a.J.J,,
from his left tackle position, stonewalled a Tiger run, with a little help from his



friend, Matt Forrest. The Dover quarterback then attempted a run up the middle
but was rudely greeted by senior linebacker, and captain, Kershaw, with a hit that
could be heard all the way to Jones Hardware. Incredibly, another errant hike,
this time intended for the punter, went A\W.O.L. for the Tigers. The pigskin was
pounced upon by Pequannock senior Jake Foukas.

The Golden Panther offense capitalized on the miscue, taking only 16 seconds
to hit pay dirt. After a pass to the far left corner of the end zone barely missed,
Crooks handed off to Klimek, who powered into the end zone by breaking two
tackles.

Pequannock senior defensive end Tyler Bockhorn served several punishing
tackles to running backs on the following Dover offensive series. Crooks then
intercepted a wounded Dover duck near mid-field and cruised to the Tiger 24-
yard line. On first down, Forrest bounced off a pancake block by senior left tackle
Mike Yaconis, for eight yards. However, an errant pass and a no-gain run brought
up fourth down. From under center, Crooks handed off to Klimek who scooted in
for the score. Unfortunately, the apparent TD was nullified due to a penalty. An
interception in the end zone thwarted the scoring threat.

Soon thereafter, the Pequannock offense was back in business, courtesy of a
Tashon interception of an ill-advised Tiger pass over the middle. With senior wide
receiver Jamie Morella split wide right, Crooks and his offensive counterparts
fooled the Tiger defense. The former sprinted deep. The latter rolled right, and
found senior fullback Craig Mc. with a beautiful floater to the right flat. However,
another yellow flag against Pequannock curtailed momentum. A perfect coffin-
corner punt by Duffy atoned, somewhat, for the penalty.

Back at the ranch, a 9-yard scoring jaunt by Klimek and an electrifying 65-yard
punt return for a touchdown by senior Derrick Nelson, proved to be the straws
that broke the camel’s (or rather, Dover’s) back. Breaking several tackles, while
doing so, Nelson’s score upped the ante to PTHS 28-Dover 6, as the second
quarter horn sounded.




The Golden Panther Varsity Marching Band offered a dazzling halftime display,
led by drum major-student conductors, James DeCumber, Deanna Cannizzaro,
and Allie Kozell. Marching to a plethora of musical genres sprinkled with dramatic
crescendos and decrescendos, Greek mythology was in order. The first three
movements of ‘Pandora’s Box’-Zeus, Plagues, and Hope-resolved into the finale-
‘Without Evil, There Is No Good.” Also featured were tunes played from the
bleachers, including the familiar fall football foray and PTHS school fight song, ‘On
Wisconsin’, as well as the peppy, ‘Hey Song’. The sparkling performance marked
the fall debut of both the band and first year Director Anthony Streifer.

Not to be outdone, the Pequannock student body was in full force. If an
overnight institution has ever been created, this is it. Patriotism was the theme.
The 200-strong member cheering section was led by seniors Trevor Warner,
Kenny Fox, and Adam Curich, in dress and school spirit. Warner, clad in his varsity
wrestling uniform, donned a wild, red, white, and blue wig, with matching shades,
all the while waving a huge American flag. Fox wore a white cape, complimented
by red and blue face paint. Curich sported a red bandanna headband. Dozens of
students waved small U.S.A. flags. The vociferous young crowd even provided an
encore of the National Anthem during second half action. Also serenaded was
junior Janelle M. with the song, ‘Happy Birthday’. Last, but not least, as the clock
wound down with Pequannock’s victory assured, students sang the 1970 iconic
smash hit by one-hit wonder Steam, ‘Na Na Hey Hey Kiss Him Goodbye’.

A quarterback sneak for a score by Crooks in the second half provided icing on
the cake for Pequannock. Sophomore QB Dave Jachera relieved his senior mentor
in the last frame, handing in a competent performance.



MARINE CORPS LEAGUE--LAKELAND DETACHMENT--744

SCHEDULE OF DETAILED ACTIVITIES 2015

DATE ACTIVITY
January

3 Eagle Scout Ceremaony for Richard Bonini and Jeevan Jeyabalan of Troop 43 in Oakland, N)
Eagle Scout Ceremany for Evan DenDanto, Samuel DenDanto, Evan McDowell, Brandon Miller, Alec Wapshare and

3 Lachary Mayfield of Troop 62 in Middletown, NY

1 (fficers meeting

18 Sunday moming breakfast

18 Attended State MCL Meeting
Detachment meeting-Presentation to Rhonda and Steve Pearl who, on an unsolicited basis, paid for part of the dinner for

) pur Detachment on the Marine Corps Birthday.

February

g (fficers meeting

15 Sunday moming breakfast

16 Conducted ceremony for fallen Marine John Kmetz at Richards Funeral Home

19 Bingo at East Orange Veterans Hospital at 1300
Detachment meeting—-Approved following donations—5300.00 towards barbegque grill for Paramus VA Nursing Home,
51,000.00 to Family and Friends for Freedom Fund, $1,000.00 to Marines Care, 5500.00 to Joseph Clayton for his son.
Presentations made to Anthony Falcone of Phoenix Diversified who donated the new flag drop box and to Tony Lechniak

26 of our Detachment who is 2 survivor of the Battle for lwo Jima.

March

1 Kevin o'Leary and Ed Korek attended the Leadership Conference at Sea Bright

8 Participated in the Combat Pistol Match at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range

10 (Officers meeting

15 Sunday moming breakfast
Attended State meeting in Red Bank

20 Bingo night at Paramus Veterans Nursing Home at 1300

P2, Participated inThree Gun Aggregate match at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range




Detachment meeting-Presented check to GySgt. Mario Monaco for 51,000.00 for the Marines Care Fund; Approved
additional $500.00 to present to GySgt. Joseph Clayton for his son; Presented autographed , framed photo by Captain Ben
Cascio to Don Seise of Minuteman Press for his service to the Detachment; Presented Eagle Scout Certificate to Robert

26 “Rustin” Schuster.
April
T Officers meeting
12 Pistol Qualification at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range
19 Sunday morning breakfast
b4 Bingo at East Orange Veterans Hospital at 1900
Detachment meeting-Presented Awards of appreciation to Mike Arendt of Mack's American Bar & Grill and John Encke
3 of Stop & Shop for their suppart of Lakeland Detachment. Approved $300.00 to be sent to the Mission of Honor Fund.
16 Rose program--Adoma's Father's Fair
26 MCL--NJ Championship at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range
May
1 Hawthorne Street Dedication-1300~requires 3 Marines
2 Special Olympics, Wayne, NJ-Calor Guard
3 Eagle Scout ceremany for Jeff Depetris of Troop 49, Wayne, N
Presented Award of Appreciation to Corporate office of Stop & Shop, Brenda Dellolio for their support of Lakeland
5 Detachment.
12 Officers meeting
14 Eagle Scout ceremony for Christopher Yap of Troop 12 in Livingston, NJ
15 Bingo night at Paramus Veterans Nursing Home at 1300
15 Participated in fund raiser for Joey Clayton, son of Gy. Sgt. Joe Clayton
Aftended Veterans Apreciation Ceremony at Bergen County Courthouse. Guest speaker was our own Captain Ben Casdio,
15 Ret.
17 Sunday morning breakfast
17 600 Aggregate Match at Union County Sheriff's Pistol Range
2 Attended Memorial Day Ceremony at Passaic County Technical Institute
24 Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony--Pompton Lakes
25 Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony-Riverdale
24 Memorial Day Parade--Oakland




25 Memorial Day Parade-Hawthome
28 Detachment meeting
28 Eagle Scout ceremony for Clement Lai of Troop 12 in Livingston, NJ
30 Detachment Rifle Shoot at Cherry Ridge Range--Highland Lakes, N
3l Eagle Scout ceremony--Collin A. Marzella-Troop 108-Wayne
3 Rose program--Walmart--Riverdale
June
3 Hawthome Street Dedication-1300--requires 2 Marings
Rose program--Montvale Street Fair
: (fficers meeting
11,1213 State Convention at Seaview Golf and Country Club in Galloway, NJ
14 Rose program--Pequannock Street Fair
14 Flag Day ceremony w/Oakland Elks--Veterans Monument--Oakla nd
18 Bingo at East Orange Veterans Hospital at 1900
20 Rose program--Boulder Run Stop & Shop-Wyckoff
21 Sunday morning breakfast--Fathers Day
26 Detachment megting
July
14 (fficers meeting
16 Eagle Court of Honor-Matthew Scavetta~Troop 12 in Livingston
14 Sunday morning breakfast
13 Detachment meeting
August
11 (fficers meeting
16 Sunday morning breakfast
27 Detachment meeting
30 Veterans picnic at Chrystal Lake, Oakland
September
b Rose program--Pompton Lakes Strest Fair
7 Rose program--Riverdale Street Fair




: Held memorial service for fallen member John Nazzaretto
Participated in 9-1-1 ceremony at Pompton Lakes Municipal Building at 1900
10 Golf Outing
11 Color Guard for opening game, Pequannack High Schoal
12 Detachment picnic and Commandants Club drawing
15 Officers meeting
19 Mahwah Day--Rose event w/Color Guard
20 Sunday morning breakfast
20 Basilone Parade--Raritan, NJ
2 Detachment meeting
26 Kinnelon Day KFEST--Rose Event--1000 at Municipal Bldg. on Kinnelon road
27 State MCL meeting, Red Bank Reserve Center
October
3 Annual Veterans picnic at Oakland Elks at 1200
b Officers meeting
g Rose Program--Riverdale Walmart
10 Detachment Rifle Shoot &t Cherry Ridge Range-Highland Lakes, N
10 Rose program--West Milford Autumn Lights Festival
1 Rose program--Adoma's Father's Fair
15 Eagle Court of Honor--Nicholas McCaffery-1930--Troop 12 in Livingston
17 Rose program--Walmart at Teterboro
18 Sunday moming breakfast
18 Eagle Court of Honor--Tyler Soto--1400--Troop 388 Pompton Lakes
22 Detachment meeting
November
b Marine Coprs Ball Macaluso's
11 Philedelfia Veterans Parade
11 Veterans Day Ceremony-Pompton Lakes--1000
11 Veterans Day Ceremony-Hawthorne--1300
11 Veterans Day Ceremony—-Pompton Lakes--1300 at Municipal Building --Lenox Avenue
12 Officers meeting
15 Sunday morning breakfast




21

Rose Event Stop & Shop Wykoft

4

Detachment meting

December

12

Annual Bingo and christmas party at Paramus Veterans Nursing Home at 1900

15

Officers meeting

20

Sunday morning breakfast

2

Detachment mesting
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Paul Thompson

Lakeland Detachment 744
Marine Corps League
Veterans Service Officer
201-320-3210

Veterans Administration

Department Of Veterans Affairs
20 Washington Place

Newark, New Jersey 07102-3174
Phone 1 800 827 1000

Veterans Campus Lyons

151 Knollcroft Road
Lyons, NJ 07939

Phone: 908-647-0180
Fax: 908-647-3452

Veterans Service Officer
Vietnam Veterans of America
Margaret Wojciechowicz
973-297-3227

PASSAIC

Veterans Service Office

930 Riverview Drive, Suite 200
Totowa, NJ 07512

973-569-4090

John Harris VSO/ Richard Mannes VSO

BERGEN

Division of Veterans Services
One Bergen County Plaza,
2nd Floor

Hackensack NJ 07601
201-336-6325, 6328, 6329,
6326, 7406

Richard Daul, Director

Marine Corps league National Website
bspl.info/mcleague/Home/tabid/56Default.aspx

Marine Corps League NJ State Website
http://www.njmcl.org/

744 Website Address
http://Iwww.usmcl744.org/

744 Facebook Page Address

https:/lwww.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-
League-Lakeland-Detachment-744/165447603504657




